29 MAR 2002
Must apa- Umo
NO LEADERSHI P CRI SI S | N KELANTAN UWMNO, SAYS MJUSTAPA

JELI, March 29 (Bernama) -- There is no |l eadership crisis in Kelantan
Umo and the party is in fact stronger at the grassroot |evel, state Umo
chi ef Datuk Miustapa Mhaned sai d today.

"All of us work hard in Kelantan...the division chiefs go down to the
people all the time and | can see that support for Umo fromthe people is
increasing further,” he told reporters here.

Must apa was asked to comment on a front page report in the New Straits
Ti mes today which said that 12 of the 14 Ummo division chiefs in Kel antan
want ed himand four other state Umo | eaders repl aced on the ground that
they were ineffective

Mist apa said the report would not affect the grow ng confidence the
peopl e had i n Umo.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan Umo Yout h chief Rujhan Salleh said there was no
reason why Must apa shoul d be repl aced.

He said Mustapa was a hardworking | eader who was accepted by the people
and capabl e of bringi ng changes.

"W chal | ange those involved (in calling for Mustapa's replacenent) to
come forward. W believe the runmours are spread by opposition parties
trying to break up Kel antan Umo whi ch has becone stronger," he said.

Ruj han said Umo's rivals were not confortable with the support Umo
was getting fromthe people.

Meanwhi |l e, Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n said Umo woul d
not allow any bid to replace its | eaders as such action could lead to party
di sunity.

"(The Kel antan Umo chi ef) was appointed by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad. What is there to dispute,” he said
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