26 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Educat i on
NO LET UP I N MONI TORI NG OF PRI VATE LEARNI NG | NSTI TUTI ONS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that the governnment cannot and will not allow private educationa
institutions to be absolutely free of governnment supervision.

The Prime M nister said that this was because there was the danger of
the unscrupul ous of fering educati on whi ch was of | ow standards and even
merely selling certificates, diplomas and degrees w thout bothering to
conduct cour ses.

"A certain degree of conpetence nust be determined for all educationa
institutions and obviously there nmust be adequate supervision," he said
when | aunchi ng the Open University Mal aysia (OUM here, today.

In this connection, he said that the setting up of a board of
accreditation, Lenbaga Akreditasi Nasional (LAN), was necessary even though
sone of the genuine and conpetent institutions mght be irked by LAN s
"interfering"” in the running of such institutions.

Est abl i shed in August 2000 as the country's seventh private university,
OUM now has sone 7,000 students and | everages on the quality and
capabilities of its owners -- a consortiumof Ml aysia's 11 public
uni versities.

Dr Mahathir said that in the end, it was for the good of the genuine
institutions that LAN ensured standards were mai ntai ned so that they were
free of the bad reputation brought about by the "fly-by-night" operators
and their conpetition for students.

"It may be necessary, at a later stage, to charge for the certificates
accorded the genuine institutions," he said.

On another note, Dr Mahathir said that with the need for nore people to
acqui re know edge, part-tinme education had becone very inportant and open
universities could easily accommobdate the irregular time that part-tine
student s needed.

He said that this way, workers could get an opportunity to get better
education and qualification while they work.

"Clearly, there is a big role for off-canpus distant |earning
institutions. It will probably becone bigger than on-canpus university
education,” he said, adding that it would help produce the know edge
wor kers so essential for the country's information technology (IT) and
know edge- based i ndustri es.

To extend the teaching of Science, Technol ogy and Mat hematics to
of f -campus students, the Prime Mnister said that a field that required
attention was the devel opnent of educational software.

Dr Mahathir said that in the past and even now, books and journals
hel ped to make know edge avail abl e to a bi gger nunber of students but
conput er educational software would be able to do the job nore effectively.

It was inperative, he said, that universities contribute to the
t eachi ng and devel opnent of software programming skills.

"There is no doubt that the country with the greatest nunber of
software witers and engineers will help in the spread of know edge.

Uni versities cannot neglect this discipline if they want to be recogni sed
as premer universities," he said.

The QUM is housed in the forner Pulic Services Department Conplex in
Jalan Tun Isnmail and has established 25 | earning centres throughout the
country.

In addition, it has nmade English as well as Entrepreneurship and



Pr of essi onal Et hics conmpul sory subj ect s.
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