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NO MERCY FOR | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS | N SABAH

By: Newnond Ti bin
KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 25 (Bernamm) -- After staying for decades in the
perceived | and of | aw essness and regardi ng t henmsel ves as untouchabl es, the

time has finally cone for the illegal inmmgrants in Sabah to face the
musi c.

The governnent is to |launch a massive operation soon to rid "the | and
bel ow the wind" fromthe illegal inmgrants' problem

Like it or not, the illegals especially those who have lived in Sabah

for years nust face what is called the country's "rule of law"

After all this while ridiculing the authorities' efforts to tackle the
probl emas a | aughi ng stock, they are now nerely waiting for the right tine
for action to be taken agai nst themunder existing | egal provisions
i ncl udi ng deportation to their honel and.

Before the authorities were seen to be hesitant to take action but now
the situation has changed, the state governnent is bent on enforcing the
| aw and restore the people's confidence on the seriousness of the
authorities in tackling the problemthat had "haunted" Sabah for years.

"This time we're serious in tackling the problem The action we take
will serve as a stern warning to themwho think that they can cone here as
they liked," Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at said.

He said while the influx of fresh i mm grants had stopped, efforts are
bei ng focused to solve in stages the problemof illegal inmmgrants who have
been in the state for a long tine.

As an early indication towards that, the Federal Special Task Force
| aunched an operation to evict illegal imrigrants and denolish squatter
houses on Wednesday in Pul au Gaya, |ocated near to the state capital.

Pul au Gaya is one of the three big foreigners' squatter colonies in
Sabah. The other two are Kanmpung BDC i n Sandakan and Kanpung I ce Box in
Tawau.

General QOperations Force, Royal Ml aysian Navy, marine poli ce,

i mmigration and Kota Kinabalu City Council enforcenent personnel were
involved in the three-day integrated operation.

On the first day itself, 114 squatter houses occupi ed by foreigners
were pul | ed down.

"This is a bold nove. W support the governnment's action to clean up
the island fromillegal inmmgrants which we have been hoping all this
while," said Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) youth chief Al nudin Kaida.

He said the nove was appropriate and tinely as Pulau Gaya is said to be
the place for "asylum seekers" and "hideout" for illegal inmmgrants who
conmt crine in the mainland.

"W hope simlar operations will be extended to other areas. W cannot
afford to be soft with themanynore," he said.

Nonet hel ess, the authorities faced a tough task in tackling the
illegals' problemespecially in Pulau Gaya as their status was uncl ear,

t hus rendering eviction action problematic.

Sone quarters recogni se themas locals as they have Ml aysian identity
cards but many disagree to their status as they are not |ocals.

Evel yn Petrus, 20, a private sector enployee in the state capital, said
it is strange that "sonme of them have | egal docunents but they are not
| egal . "

"To ne, they're not locals...when they speak their dialect, it's like
the dialect of inmgrants,” he said.



Unli ke in Peninsular Ml aysia where the governnent is faced with the
i nflux of Indonesian workers, Sabah is riddled with the probl em of
illegals, nmajority of whomare Filipinos.

The Nati onal Popul ati on and Housi ng Census statistics showed there are
nmore than 600,000 illegal imrigrants registered i n Sabah.

Many of them have to cross rough seas to cone here as according to them
"Sabah is a haven to earn a living."

Many supported the governnent's | atest nove to tackle the illega
i mmgrants' problemin Sabah seen as the best solution after the ammesty
progranmme introduced in 1997.

"It's good the governnment is taking stern action. It's difficult for
themto enter the state now ..those who have entered, we've to drive them
out," said Adrian Bunon, 23, a teacher, from Kanpung Ti ong Gondohon,

Tuar an.
He said although the state needs foreign workers, their presence in

excess could lead to "side effects" |ike what happened in the peninsula
| ast week.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad had recently expressed
his concern over the huge nunmber of illegal immigrants in the country

including in Sabah as it might be a problemto the governnent if they
| aunched bi g scal e di sturbances.

Dr Mahathir said the government could no longer view lightly the
various probl ens caused by foreigners working in Ml aysia.
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