14 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - MCA
NO MORE STATEMENTS ON MCA, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today that no one shoul d make further statenments on
the MCA | eadership issue.

He said this was agreed to by him MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k and deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek

"There woul d be no statenents on MCA to be given by anybody, including
mysel f," he told reporters at the Gennmarie Golf and Country C ub charity
gol f conpetition in Subang, near here.

The conpetition was held to raise funds for the wel fare and education
funds of Yayasan Penbangunan Masyarakat Kubang Pasu and Yayasan Bestar
Kual a Langat .

Asked how | ong the noratori umwould be enforced, Dr Mahathir said,
"Don't know yet."

Dr Mahathir kept nmum despite attenpts by reporters to get himto
conment on issues related to MCA

Anmong ot her things, he was asked on a front-page report in a Chinese
daily which quoted sources as saying that he had asked Limto call off the
extraordi nary general meeting scheduled on April 21

He was al so asked whet her there was an agreenent by MCA | eaders not to
contest top posts in the party elections and whet her he woul d be neeting
Li m

To all the questions, Dr Mahathir, with a hand covering his nouth
said: "I amsworn to secrecy and silence."

Dr Ling yesterday net the Prine Mnister over the problens in the party
which are threatening to split the second | argest conponent party in the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN)

Contacted after the neeting, Dr Ling described it as positive and said
the Prime Mnister had cone up with "an agenda for stability and peace"

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, had said earlier that he woul d neet
MCA | eaders to help resol ve differences between Team A and Team B, | ed by
Dr Ling and Li mrespectively.

Dr Mahathir had al so said that he believed Dr Ling and Li mcould
resol ve their problens through negoti ati ons.

Team B has said it would convene the EGM on April 21, which has been
rejected by party secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh, to resolve the
i ssue of phantom nenbers in the list of delegates to the party elections in
June.

They al so want the party election to be postponed for the nenbership
list to be cleansed and verifi ed.

Limreportedly said on Thursday that he and Dr Ling had had
irreconcilable differences for a long tinme and that they had been nerely
putting on a show of unity in public.

The probl ens pl aguing the MCA surfaced | ast year when the party's top
| eader shi p deci ded to purchase Nanyang Press Hol di ngs Berhad, which
control s both Nanyang Si ang Pao and Chi na Press.
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