24 JAN 2002
Consul - 1 ndons
NO NEED TO STOP | NDONESI ANS FROM WORKI NG | N M SI A, SAYS CONSUL- GENERAL

PENANG, Jan 24 (Bernama) -- There is no need to ban I ndonesi an workers
fromworking in Malaysia as a result of troubles created by themrecently,
| ndonesi an Consul - General Hernman Hi dayat sai d today.

He said those were isolated cases and that the majority of |ndonesians
wer e | aw abi di ng wor ker s.

Her man, who spoke at a news conference attended by visiting barter
tradi ng busi nessnen from Acheh, said nost Indonesian workers in Ml aysia
had served this country well inits plantation, construction and
manuf acturing i ndustries while many were good housenmi ds.

The | ndonesi an enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur, he said, had infornmed himthat
| ndonesi an President Megawati Sukarnoputri woul d conmuni cate and nmeet Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in due course to sol ve any
m sunder st andi ngs about | ndonesi an workers and their rol e as useful
contributors for the Mal aysi an econony.

As for those involved in the recent troubles, Herman said they would be
charged under Mal aysi an | aws accordi ngly.

This nonth al one saw two incidents of rioting by Indonesian workers in
Mal aysi a nanmely the one staged by 500 of themat a textile factory in Nl ai
on Jan 17 and the second, five days later involving rival |ndonesian groups
from Acheh in Dengkil

In the Jan 17 incident, the workers destroyed police vehicles and ot her
property in protest over the detention of 16 of their colleagues who had
tested positive for drug.

Fol I owi ng the incidents, Ml aysia decided to place |Indonesia as the
| ast option when recruiting forei gn workers.

Her man said there were about 30,000 workers, nostly wonen, enployed in
factories in Kedah and Penang, and | ast year about 2,000 had returned to
| ndonesi a after conpleting their contract of service.
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