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Mahat hi r - Asi a
NO NEED TO BE SUSPI Cl QUS OF ASI A, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, April 11 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi a does not understand the
suspi ci ous nature of countries fromother regions towards Asian countri es,
said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today.

"When Asian countries can only talk to each other in the presence of
representati ves fromnon-Asian groups wi th whom Asi ans have to conpete,
particularly when the representative is powerful, it is obvious that open
di scussi on woul d be i npossi bl e.

"Anything that is discussed which is not in the interest of the
non- Asi an groups woul d be subjected to opposition or woul d be wat ered down
so as to be |l ess neaningful," he said at the 30th Annual WIIiansburg
Conference at a | eadi ng hotel here.

He said Malaysia is not anti-Wst or anti-Europeans and al nost
i mmedi ately after her independence, she had opened up the country to
Eur opean i nvest nent.

Dr Mahathir also said it is wong for the devel oped countries to reject
the idea of the formation of an Asi an organi sati on when European nations
are allowed to formtheir own organi sation |like the European Union.

"I't smacks of double standards. It is shameful that the countries of
East Asia have to hide behind ot her nanes, |ike ASEAN plus three in order
for themto get together," he said.

He sai d Asians are heterogeneous and deeply divided thus there is no
way that they can conspire to confront the Europeans or the West.

Furthernore, Dr Mahathir said Asians know they need the rich countries
of Europe and Anerica in order to grow and prosper

"Asians want to be denocratic, to be equal and to be fair but they do
not see good exanpl es of these anobng the denocrats who preach to them

"It is undenocratic to use force including econom c pressures in order
to gain acceptance of a systemor policy but force is being used every tine
to gain Asian conpliance and many of the things that they have to accept
are actually detrimental to their interest,” he said.

He said the formation of Asean, after the failure of Maphilindo, a
groupi ng consi sting Ml aysi a, Indonesia and the Philippines in the 1960s,
is an association of largely weak countries with little clout, helpless to
i nfl uence the affairs of the region, nuch | ess the world.

To make the Asian grouping stronger, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi a about a
decade ago proposed a link-up with other Asian countries, nanely the
vi gorous econoni es of Northeast Asia.

"It was not an econom ¢ conmunity or union |like the European Economc
Conmunity. It was nerely going to be a consultative forum to identify and
di scuss common probl ers and fornmul ate common stands," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that although Europe was evolving into the European
Uni on and the countries of North Anerica had already formed NAFTA (North
Anerica Free Trade Area), the East Asia countries, north and south were
told in no uncertain ternms that they may not talk to each other except in
the presence of countries fromoutside the region

"OF course this condition was not spelt out in so many words. But
potential nenbers fromthe Northeast were verbally inforned that they may
not join the East Asian Economi c G oup (EAEG .

"Some nenbers of the Sout heast Asian Association were also influenced
and obstacles were placed by themto prevent the formati on of the EAEG
Even calling it East Asia Economic Caucus (EAEC) did not help," he said.



Dr Mahathir also hit out at the United States, saying that the
super power was al ways attachi ng conditions in exchange for aid or
assi st ance.

"At one tine the United States was the nost popular country in the
wor | d because of the Peace Corps. Now there is no Peace Corps and no aid
except when tied to the fulfillment of the policies of the donor," he said.

The Prime M nister said the slightest breach of the tenets of the donor
woul d result in painful sanctions and other punitive nmeasures which al
contribute to nore i nmpoveri shnent.

"America has becone ugly and American enbassi es everywhere nmust be
built behind high walls,” he added.
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