24/ 06/ 2002
No objection fromDr M (HL)

Rosnazura |drus

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad did not object to the
Umo suprene council's unani nous deci sion that he should continue to | ead
the party and nation.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said the
deci sion, made at | ast night's emergency council neeting, was conveyed to
the party president and Prine Mnister at Seri Perdana this norning.

Abdul | ah | ed a del egati on conprising Umo's managenent comittee to neet
Dr Mahathir just before he left for his foreign holiday. Abdullah was
acconpani ed by vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin and Tan Sri Mihammad Miuhanmad Tai b, secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob, Wanita chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Youth chief Datuk
H shanmmuddi n Hussei n.

It is learnt that the supreme council will nmeet again on Tuesday to
del i berate the issue.

Abdul | ah was asked by reporters to disclose what transpired at the hour-
| ong neeting. He spoke to reporters at the launching of the KLIA Transit
train service at Bandar Tasi k Sel atan here.

Abdul | ah said: "Dr Mahathir also agreed that the Barisan Nasi onal
supreme council neeting should be convened soon. As friends of Ummo, they
surely would want to know in detail what actually happened.™"

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat has been asked to fix a date
for the neeting.

In his w nding-up speech at the close of the Umo general assenbly
yesterday, Dr Mahathir stunned the nation when he announced his
resignation fromall party posts and as BN chairman.

The assenbly pronptly rejected Dr Mahathir's announcenent, saying that
Umo, BN and the nation still needed his |eadership.

After Tuesday's neeting, State Umo chiefs are expected to explain what
has transpired in the |last couple of days to the grassroots.

Asked about Dr Mahathir's | eave, Abdullah said: "It had been pl anned
| ong before, not just a few days ago. The Cabi net had approved his | eave.™

Asked whet her he knew where Dr Mahat hir woul d be holidaying, he said he
did not know but added that the Prinme Mnister would be away for 10 days.

Dr Mahathir left Seri Perdana about 9.30am for the Royal Malaysian Air
Force base in Subang and flew off to Naples, Italy. He was acconpani ed by
his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali.

( END)
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