25/ 08/ 2002
No objections to inprove English

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Representatives of Ml ay organisations, intellectuals
and academ ci ans who nmet Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi today had no objections on the need to i nprove the standard of

Engl i sh.

Abdul | ah, who said this, added that they understood the need to naster
anot her | anguage besi des Bahasa Mal aysia and their only concern was how
t he Governnment was going to inplement the teaching of Mathematics and
Science in English in school s next year.

"I took the opportunity to hear their views and will bring their
concerns to the Governnent's attention. There were those who agreed and
there were those who did not agree conpletely,” he said after a three-hour
meeting with the 36 representatives at the Umo headquarters in Putra
Wrld Trade Centre.

Abdul | ah said what was inportant was that there was no di sagreenent that
t he standard of English had to be inproved.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had announced on Thur sday
that the Government would proceed with introduci ng English as a nedi um of
instruction for Mathematics and Science in all schools from next year.

Dr Mahathir had stated the Governnent would not budge fromits stand,
but would | ook at all proposals on the nethod of inplenentation.

Among those who attended the neeting were representatives fromthe
Mal aysi an Muslim Youth Movenent (Abin), National Federation of Witers
(Gapena), Federation of Malay Students (GPMS), Persatuan Sul uh Budi man
(Alum ni of Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris), Malaysian Youth Council,
Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka, the Student Representative Councils of
Uni versiti Tenaga Nasional and Universiti Teknologi Mara, Universiti Uara
Mal aysi a, Bumi putera private learning institutions, Yayasan Karyawan and
Per sat uan Li ngui stik Ml aysi a.

During the neeting, sonme felt the nmove was tinely while others found it
too hasty. The representatives also offered proposals, mainly on the
met hod of i npl enentati on.

The nmeeting was called by Abdullah after the Government |earnt that
associ ations representing the views of Malays on the teaching of the two
subjects in English wanted to be heard.

The neeting began at 8.30am and was schedul ed to |ast for about an hour
as Abdul | ah had anot her function at 9.30am

However, according to the representatives, there were nany views and
concerns expressed and Abdul | ah had to send Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo, who was al so present, to represent himat the
second function. The nmeeting ended about noon.

It was learnt that the representatives held an open di scussion on the
repercussions on Malay students, especially those in the rural areas who
were weak in English, Mathematics and Science. They were al so concer ned
about the lack of qualified teachers and textbooks to support the
i mpl enent ati on.

GPMS president Datuk Suhaim |brahimsaid the representatives debated
the i ssue and gave their views and counter proposals.

They wanted the Governnent to be cautious and conpletely certain the
system was ready for the inplenentation of the policy and that using
English to teach the two subjects would bring good to the country and
future generations.



"There were those who felt that there was no need for haste in
i npl enenting the policy.

"W al so have those who think that there is no choice but to inplenent
the policy now, " he said.

Dat uk Mohd Annuar Zaini, who represented the Parent-Teacher Association
of Sekol ah Menengah Am nuddi n Baki, Kanpung Pandan, said they understood
the i mportance of English and were prepared to assist the Government in
ensuring proper inplenmentation.

Uniten student representative council president Nur Azman Mohd Ami nuddin
said al though there were differences in opinion during the neeting, the
overal | consensus was that everyone understood the need to inprove the
standard of English here.

"Everyone was happy that the Deputy Prime Mnister took time to listen
to our views and assured us that he woul d share themwth the Prine
M ni ster," he said.
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