31 MAR 2002
Recl amati on
NO OFFER TO HALT RECLAMATI ON WORKS, SAYS S PORE FOREI GN OFFI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 31 (Bernama) -- Singapore's Foreign Affairs
Mnistry said that it is incorrect to state that its Deputy Prinme Mnister,
Lee Hsien Loong, offered to consider halting the republic's |and
reclamati on progranmme during his recent visit to Ml aysi a.

Its spokesman clarified that during discussions with Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi and ot her | eaders, Lee had said that all the reclamati on works
were being carried out within Singapore's territorial waters and in
accordance with international |aw

"Lee al so stated that if Ml aysia has concerns, they could send us a
note on their concerns and we will consider it. The Ml aysian | eaders
agreed to do so

"This position stands. Wien Ml aysi a sends us their note, Singapore
will carefully consider it," the spokesman said in a statenent dated
yesterday and rel eased t hrough the Si ngapore Hi gh Commi ssi on here today.

He was responding to nmedia queries on further Ml aysi an press reports
on the reclamation issue, specifically that Ml aysi an | eaders have
criticised Singapore as "uncooperative" and cited Singapore's announcenent
on March 27 that it will continue to reclaimland in the narrow Tebrau
Straits, apparently referring to National Devel opment M ni ster Mah Bow
Tan's Addendumto the President's Address at the opening of Singapore
Par | i anment.

The spokesman said that Mah's Addendum 1ike other M nisterial Addenda,
was a general statement of policy.

He noted that in the context of Land Use Policies, it states: "To neet
the increasing demand for and, MND (M nistry of National Devel oprnent) will
al so continue our |and reclamation programe fromout territorial waters."

This statenent, he said, was not related to specific issues raised by
t he Mal aysi ans.

The spokesman said that Singapore also wanted a cooperative
relationship with Ml aysi a.

"But in any relationship, to resolve bilateral problens, we need to
have a firmbasis to work on. The preni se nust be based on facts and on
international |aw " he added.
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