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Mahat hi r - Asean
NO PLACE | N THE WORLD | S SAFE FROM TERRORI SM SAYS DR M

PHNOM PENH, Nov 5 (Bernama) - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
no country in the world, no matter how well protected, is safe from
terrorism

At a press conference at the end of the 8th Asean sunmmt here before
flying home, the Prine Mnister questioned why travel advisories were
i ssued by several governnents against certain countries only.

He was responding to a question froman Australian journalist on why
the travel advisories should be lifted.

"I think Australia is unsafe as the other Asean countries. In fact, at
the nonent, Australia is particularly unsafe for Mislins because they are
likely to have their houses raided.

"l have seen pictures of doors being broken which | don't think is
essential. So, people are today exposed to danger wherever they may be," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir and his Asean col | eagues were upset over travel warnings by
several western countries including Australia, Germany and the United
States to avoid Southeast Asia in the wake of the Bali bonbings in
| ndonesia that killed nore than 180 people, nostly foreigners.

The Asean | eaders, in a special declaration, asked the internationa
community not to indiscrinmnately issue such warnings w thout substantial
proof and shoul d i nstead support the 10-nenber Asean groupi ng in conbating
terrorism

"If you have to have a travel warning, you have a travel warning to
everybody. Don't travel, don't fly because your plane m ght be used as a
mssile to crash into a buil ding.

So, why single out sone countries?" he said.

Dr Mahathir said followi ng Thailand's nove to join Ml aysia, the
Phi | i ppi nes, | ndonesia and Canbodi a to exchange i nformati on, anong ot hers,
to curb terrorism Asean now had a good network but he cautioned that it
was not fool proof because fighting terrorismwas |like fighting an invisible

eneny.
On the outcone of the two-day summit, Dr Mahathir said overall it was
positive.

"I think this is a very good neeting. W were able to discuss what we
shoul d be doi ng together, whether we shoul d expand our contacts wi th our
countries,” he said.

He said Asean al so had good offers from Chi na, South Korea and Japan
for econom ¢ cooperation that included the fornmation of free trade areas
(FTA) that would eventually lead to an East Asia free trade zone

He said Asean's fortunes had turned around since the 1997 financi al
crisis and far frombeing witten off, the region is now bei ng wooed by
many countries to becone econom c partners.

"I think Asean will emerge nore inportant in the world econony," he
sai d.

On the proposed Asean- Chi na FTA schedul ed for 2010, Dr Mahathir said
Asean countries woul d have to manage both the benefits and di sadvant ages of
granting access to China which has conpetitive | abour cost.

Dr Mahathir said there mght be an exclusion list of sensitive products
in sectors where China could push Asean out of sonme industries.

He al so described China's participation in the Declaration on the
Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea as "very assuring"” for countries



in the region.

Asked on his views on an Asean-Australia summit, Dr Mahathir said some
Asean | eaders felt that it should be studied nore closely and until then he
had no further conment on the matter.
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