08 SEP 2002
Mahat hir-1raq
NO PLAN FOR MALAYSI A TO BE MEDI ATOR I N US- | RAQ ROW

PULAU PANGKOR, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia has no intention to act as
a nediator in the dispute between the United States and Iraq, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

"W can't handle that...it's too big a thing," he said when asked
whet her Mal aysia, being a noderate Muslimcountry, will play a nediator's
role simlar to that in Myanmar.

In the case of Myanmar, Mal aysia was invited, Dr Mahathir said when
answering a question fromthe floor after delivering his closing address at
t he Asian d obal Leadership Forum here.

Fol | owi ng Mal aysia's diplomatic effort and negotiations carried out by
the country's forner envoy, Tan Sri Razali Ismail, who is the special envoy
of the United Nations secretary-general, the Myanmar mlitary junta lifted
restrictions on opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi on May 6 this year.

The United States and its close ally, Britain, which have been
threatening to attack Iraq and oust President Saddam Hussein, sent 12
aircraft to a mgjor lraqi air defence installation west of Baghdad two days
ago, increasing the possibility of a war.

Dr Mahathir said the US and Britain should instead work on finding a
sol ution through peaceful neans rather than provoki ng Muslins worl dw de.

He said that during the Gulf War where US-led multinational forces
attacked Iraqg to free Kuwait, many West Asian countries supported the nove
and all owed the use of their bases.

"But the same countries that all owed their bases to be used and
cooperated with US are now agai nst any nove to attack Iraq. Syria, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia may not |ike Saddam but they don't want Iraq to be attacked,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that to fight terrorism the US should not aggravate
the situation by provocation but should listen to the views of the world,
especially the Musli ns.

On protests over the deportation of illegal workers from Mal aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said Mal aysia would stick to its decision to send back those who
came to the country illegally.

He said the nove did not only affect |ndonesians and Filipinos but al so
illegals fromother countries |Iike Bangl adesh, |India and Myanmar

"Some of them came here illegally and robbed and killed our people. W
have to protect our people and we have the right to do that,"” he added.

The government, however, would continue to allow foreign workers who
cone here legally with proper docunents as it would be easier to contro
them and there were sectors who needed their services.

He said Mal aysia al so believed in prospering its neighbours as this
woul d help to develop its | esser devel oped nei ghbours, create nore jobs and
stop the influx of illegal workers into the country.
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