28 JUL 2002
Abdul | ah- Donat i ons
NO PLANS TO REGULATE G VI NG OF DONATI ONS, SAYS ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, July 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said
there is no need for the governnent to regul ate the giving of donations by
the public to peopl e who need hel p, including for nedical treatnent.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister saidit was up to the individuals concerned
t o deci de who they thought deserved hel p.

"On this matter of peopl e extendi ng donations, help, there is no need
to have a mechani sm Woever one wants to help is a matter of personal
choice. W don't have to regulate,” he told reporters after attendi ng the
Home M nistry's Fam |y Day at the Putrajaya Wetl and Park t oday.

The issue of giving donations surfaced after some peopl e questi oned why
t he public and corporate bodies were quick to extend aid to a personality
who needed noney recently to undergo surgery overseas when hel p was not
forthcom ng for many ot her deserving cases.

Abdul | ah said: "W hope that in cases requiring our care and
protection, we try our best to give attention."

Abdul I ah, who is al so Home M nister, said the inportant thing was for
Mal aysi ans to preserve their spirit of willing to hel p people who are in
need.

To a question, he said it was presunptuous to say that peopl e gave
donations to serve their own interests.

"There need not be any (vested) interests. W should not question if
peopl e want to give. The same too for people wishing to visit the sick ...
we shoul d not raise such things," he said.

Asked i f a special foundation should be set up so that peopl e who
requi red hel p need not appeal for public donations, Abdullah said many
funds had been set up to help the needy and t he governnent had al so
extended its hel p.

"And i f we do so, everyone will turnto this fund only. Many quarters
want to help. | believe the present nethod is the best," he said.

Asked on Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s statenent on Friday that he
(Abdul I ah) m ght | ead the Bari san Nasional (BN) in the next general
el ection, Abdullah said if that was the case he woul d have to di scharge the
responsibility entrusted to him

"The Prime M nister mentioned that as a possibility. Tone, if the time
cones for ne to |l ead the BN nachinery in the next general election, then
surely I will have to di scharge that responsibility," he said.

Abdul | ah said he held firmto the principle of being loyal to the
| eader, just like soldiers are required to be loyal to the general.

Comenting on Dr Mahat hir's concern about the increasingly serious
probl emof racial polarisation anong the younger generation, he saidit was
partly caused by the extrenme vi ews hel d by certain peopl e who di d not want
to see unity anong the various races.

Al t hough Umo was a Mal ay party, history had shown that its struggle
di d not cause the thinking of Mal ays to becone narrow and extrene, he said.

"But other parties especially the opposition have a tendency to seek
support by using extreme approaches to stir up anger and feelings of
di ssati sfaction," he said.
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