04 AUG 2002
Chong- Seat s
NO PROBLEM FOR SABAH BN PARTI ES TO ACCEPT ALLOCATED SEATS, SAYS CHONG

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
sai d today that he does not foresee any problemw thin the state BN
conponent parties with regard to the allocation of seats to their
respective parties in the next general el ection.

Chong, who is state BN chairman, said that it was natural for any BN
conmponent parties to expect nore seats allocated to thembut at the end of
t he day, the decision of BN I eadership should be respected.

"This (allocation of seats) has never been a problemin BN, when the
decision is made, all have to respect that decision," he told reporters
after launching the state-1level Kenmbara Merdeka 2002 at Padang Merdeka
here.

He said that the decision of the BN chai rman had al ways been respect ed
and abi ded by al | conponent parties relating to the allocation of seats.

Chong was asked to comment on a recent call by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t o BN conponent parties to readily accept seats
allocated to their parties in the next general el ection

Dr Mahathir has said that he was maki ng t he appeal at this early stage
so that when he had made a deci sion as the BN chai rnman they woul d abi de by
t he deci si on.

"I'n fact, no conponent parties woul d expect | ess but at the end of the
day the spirit of conproni se would have to conme in and this has been proven
in BN, " Chong said.

On a different note, the chief mnister said that the state government
strongly supported the Federal Governnent's decisionto reintroduce the use
of English in the teaching of Mathematics and Science in all governnent
school s.

However, Chong said that there was need to hear feedback from
eductioni sts and those i nvol ved i n education in respect of the usage of the
| anguage i n bot h subjects in the Chinese i ndependent prinmary school s.

"I think it's inportant to hear fromthem W don't sinply make a stand
on this," he said.
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