14 JUN 2002

NO QUOTA IN PRI VATE UNI VERSI TI ES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

SUBANG June 14 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d today
there shoul d not be any quota inposed on the intake of bum putera students
at private universities.

The prinme minister said that as it was, there were already a few
private universities with a substanti al nunber of bum putera students.

"Why continue to have a 10 per cent (quota) if you can have 40 or 50
per cent. There are private universities where we have very big nunbers (of
bum putera students). You'll only limt them(if quotas are inposed)," he
told reporters at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force (RVAF) station here upon
his return froma week-long trip to Europe.

Umo Youth had called for a 10 per cent bum putera quota on the intake
at private universities after claimng that the nunber of bum putera
students studying at such institutions was | ow conmpared with the public
uni versities.

However, the Cabi net has decided that the nunber of buni putera students
in private institutions of higher |earning should be increased althought
here woul d be no quota

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, in announcing
t he Cabi net's decision, said bum puterass currently made up 40 per cent of
the students in private institutions of higher |earning but were mainly
concentrated in institutions that are governnent-backed or have bum putera
concern such as Universiti Tenaga and Universiti Petronas.
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