24/ 09/ 2002

No seditious elenents in DAP's "No to 929' canpai gn panphl ets

ALTHOUGH pol i ce have not found seditious elenents in panphlets used in the
DAP's "No to 929" canpaign, they may w den investigations into the issue
based on other | aws, Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Chor Chee Heung (BN Al or
Star) said.

"Prelimnary investigations show that there are no seditious elenents in
t he panphlets, but police are | ooking at other angl es under other |aws,
including the Printing Presses and Publications Act."

The investigation papers will be sent to the Attorney-Ceneral

Chor was replying to Tan Kok Wai (DAP-Cheras) who asked why police had
sei zed the panphlets and arrested party nenbers who were distributing the
material in several places around the country.

(The canpaign was to protest against Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's statenment that Mal aysia was an Islamc state.)
In a suppl enentary question, Tan said the police had acted with prejudice
when the canpai gn was genui ne and was based on the Federal Constitution
whi ch said Ml aysia was a secular state with Islamas the official
religion, and that other religions could be freely practised.

BN backbenchers then began heckling Tan and shouting at himto rephrase
hi s question.

"We have to arrest first and then investigate. The police are just doing
their duty and not prejudiced,” Chor said.
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