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Not an Umo tradition (HL)

M Jeffri Razali; Shahrum Sayuthi; P. Chandra Sagaran
MALACCA, Sat. - Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today
the Senai Umo division's nove in passing a vote of no confidence agai nst
Education M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mohanmad was "i nappropri ate"

He said the matter should have been referred to the Umo suprene counci
or the Johor State Umo |iaison conmttee to be discussed and sol ved

am cabl y.
"I'n Umo, we do not encourage a no-confidence vote agai nst anyone. W\
will look into the matter and we are prepared to hold discussions wth

Umo Senai to iron out the problem" he said after opening the one-day
Mal acca State Umo Convention attended by sone 2,000 del egates. Al so
present was Mal acca Umo |iaison chief Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam

Naji b was comenting on reports that Umo Senai on Wdnesday passed a
no- confi dence vote, claimng that Miusa had failed to solve probl ens
pertaining to Bum putera students.

Naji b, who is also Defence Mnister, said the quota systemfor
Bum put eras was not the best solution to ensure nore Bum puteras were
given the opportunity to enrol in private institutions of higher |earning.

"A quota will nean that the Government will have to finance their
studi es al though our real intention is not towards that," added Najib, who
is also a fornmer Education M nister

Naji b said the best solution would be to increase the financial
al l ocation and study | oans to Bum puteras to ensure they could further
their studies at private institutions.

In Johor Baru, State Umo information chief Mhd Khal ed Nordin said Umo
Senai's no-confidence notion was not an indication of the State Umo's
stand on the issue of the 10 per cent non-Bum putera quota for
matri cul ati on programes and Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | eges.

Mohd Khal ed said the notion was an isolated case and the party's State
liaison conmttee had no know edge about it.

He said the commttee had yet to discuss the issue but the indication
fromother divisions was that the majority supported the Education
Mnistry's nmove to introduce the non-Buni putera quot a.

"I can't speak for the State liaison commttee but ny stand on this
issue is that the Mnistry nmust have made the deci sion on the quota issue
after much deliberation and considering what is best for the education
system

"I believe it is doing this to ensure Bum putera students have the fair
share of chances as those fromthe other races.

"Fromwhat | gathered, the State |iaison conmttee nenbers have not
i ndi cated they have any problemw th the introduction of this policy."

He said it was nonetheless the right of any division to nmake their stand
on governnent policies as such notions were considered to be an input to
be considered by the party.

In Al or Gajah, Ml acca, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
the party wel comed the Governnent's nove not to inpose a quota systemfor
Bum puteras as it would only restrict opportunities for themin private
institutions of higher I|earning.

He said the establishnment of these institutions was to provide education
to everyone, regardless of their race.

"I fully agree with what Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
sai d about not inposing a quota system The MCA views this as a positive



nmove," he said after officiating at the Duan Wi festival at the A Fanpsa
Resort.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying that any nove to inplenent
the quota systemat private institutions would only restrict the nunber of
Bum putera students at these places.

On Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman's (Uar) nove to accept Buni puteras, Dr
Ling said the university was prepared to evaluate all applications.

He said the university had received four Bum putera applications
recently but only one was accepted. "As a nmenber of the Barisan Nasi ona
famly, the MCA is open and prepared to negotiate with any party if there
i s any dissatisfaction over anything,"” he added.

In Sungai Siput, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the party's
Asian Institute of Medicine, Science and Technol ogy (Al M5T) and Tafe
Col l ege did not inpose a quota for the intake of Bum puteras.

"We do not inpose any restrictions on students who apply to study at the
two institutes. In fact, we encourage Bum puteras to apply,” he said after
openi ng the Teachers' Day celebrations in Sungai Siput.

"The party had set up the institutes for students, irrespective of their
race, and all eligible candidates are wel cone to apply," he said.

Sany Vellu, who is also Wrks Mnister, said Tafe Coll ege in Serenban
had difficulty enrolling Bum putera students.

"We would see 20 to 30 students registering at the college but later
they woul d | eave when they are offered places at government-run coll eges.”

A simlar situation also occurred at Al M5T where only two or three
Bum put era students are studying.
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