30 MAR 2002
Ummo- Must apa
NO TRUTH | N REPORT TO QUST MUSTAPA, SAYS DR NI K MCHD

KOTA BAHARU, March 30 (Bernanma) -- There is no truth in the newspaper
report that 12 Umo division chiefs held a neeting here on March 16 to
remove Kel antan Umn chi ef Datuk Miustapa Mohamed fromhi s post, a division
| eader said today.

Pengkal an Chepa Umo di vi sion head Dr Ni k Mohd Zai n Orar said there had
been no di scussi ons what soever anbng Umo circles in the state to renmove
Must apa.

He said the division chiefs did hold the neeting but they nerely
di scussed preparations for the general el ection.

"W only deliberated on the work to be done to ensure the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) wrested Kel antan from PAS.

"There was no di scussion at all on toppling Mistapa or changing the
state liaison chief," he told BERNAMA when commenting on t he front-page
report inthe New Straits Tinmes yesterday that 12 of the 14 Umo di vi sion
chiefs in Kel antan were seeking to replace the party's state office
bearers.

The report said on March 16, barely hours after attending a State Umo
|iaison neeting, the 12 division heads gathered for dinner at the residence
of a coll eague fromsout hern Kel ant an.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad
yesterday di sni ssed the report as nere specul ati on.

"The report is baseless and not true," said Dr Nik Mohd Zain who
attended the neeting.

"Let nme say here that |I'mproud of the present chairman (Mistapa). Wy
do we need to change him He has the bl essings of the Prine Mnister," he
sai d.

Dr Ni k Mohd Zain said the i ssue to renove Miust apa was pl ayed up by
certain quarters as they were jeal ous with Umo's success in turning over
t he peopl e to support the Barisan Nasional (BN) in the next general
el ection.

He said of |ate Umo has been the choi ce of opposition party nmenbers in
Kel antan as evident fromtheir applications to join the party.

Recently, nmore than 600 PAS and Keadi | an menbers from Rant au Panj ang
and Pengkal an Chepa enbraced Umo, he said.

On the neeting in question, Dr Ni k Mohd Zain said on March 16 all the
14 di vi si on heads attended the State Umo |iai son commi ttee neeting chaired
by Mustapa at the state Umo headquarters buil di ng.

In conjunction with the neeting, Kuala Krai division head Dat uk Wan
Zai d WAn Abdul | ah hel d a reception in his house which was attended by all
t he di vi si on heads except Mustapa (Jeli) and Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (CGua
Miusang) .

"At the nmeeting, no one tal ked about toppling Mistapa," he added.
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