22 APR 2002
MCA- Post ponenent
NOM NATI ON AND ELECTI ON FOR MCA DI VI SI ONS POSTPONED

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- The nomi nation and el ection process
for MCA divisional comittees scheduled for April 27 and 28 have been
post poned tenporarily, said party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
t oday.

He sai d the nom nation process schedul ed between 4pm and 8pm t oni ght
had al so been post poned.

"W have agreed to find ways of inplenenting the agenda for peace and
stability proposed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad," he
said at a special nedia conference at MCA headquarters at Wsnma MCA here.

Dr Ling said the decision was taken in the interest of MCA and Bari san
Nasi onal and he subsequently urged MCA nenbers to accept and understand the
nmeasures taken in line with the peace plan proposed by Dr Mahathir.

"W have to nmake sacrifices and | call upon MCA nenbers to accept and
under stand the nmeasures to be taken," he said.

He said the neasures included conplying with the MCA constitution on
party el ection which nust be held once every three years.

He said they also i ncluded neasures to postpone tenporarily the
nomi nati on process at the division | evel besides clarifying the agenda for
peace and stability proposed by the Prime Mnister at the grassroots |evel.

O her details concerning the agenda for peace woul d be di scussed at the
party's central conmittee (CC) neeting at 1lamt onorrow.

Asked how | ong the divisional election would be postponed, Dr Ling
expl ai ned: "We have until May 16 and 17."

The | ast divisional election was held on May 16 and 17, 1999 and under
the party constitution, divisional election nust be held every three years
before the date.

When asked whet her he had signed any peace agreenent as had been signed
by his deputy Datuk Li mAh Lek, he replied in the negati ve.

He expl ai ned that this was because there were several matters which
were not agreed upon earlier by everyone.

"Al'l these have to be cleared first and some adjustnents have to be
made. " he said.”

Asked what were the adjustnents nmade to the plan, Dr Ling said there
was one cl ause which said the party election would be called off
indefinitely.

On Friday, Limannounced that the EGM by Team B whi ch he | ed, and the
party el ection should be called off under the peace plan.

"The plan comes fromthe Prinme Mnister but through comunication
| apses there are certain i ssues m sunderstood but all these have been
cleared," he said.

He said the details of the Prime Mnister's agenda for peace and
stability would unfold in stages as they had to work out the details, since
both sides had only agreed on the principle of the agenda.
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