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Not a wi t ch-hunt

A Kadir Jasin

W TH newspapers front-paging reports of police investigations into alleged
m smanagenment at the cargo arm of Malaysia Airlines - in some cases

i mplicating personalities once close to the Government - the clarification
by the Prine Mnister on the issue could not have been nore necessary.

Since a police report was nmade by the airline's new managenent sone
weeks ago, all kinds of statenents and coments have made the front page
and prine-tine tel evision news.

One English newspaper untypically front-paged a call by DAP chairman Lim
Kit Siang for former Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin to explain the
buy- back of MAS shares by the Governnent.

It is not very often that the former Opposition Leader nakes it to the
front page of a newspaper. So, when he did, and in an establishnent-
ori ented newspaper at that, it understandably raised some eyebrows.

That newspaper's headline was: "Kit Siang: Daimmust explain MAS stake
buy- back'. The opposition stalwart nmade the demand when commenting on
police investigations into the MAS Kargo report.

Speaking on his return froma nonth-long vacation abroad, the Prine
M nister reiterated that the Governnent was not on a w tch-hunt or
targeting anyone in particular by taking over big conpanies |ike MAS

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said: "W are not after anyone in
particul ar or businessmen close to certain personalities. Wiat we are
trying to do is to overcone problens faced by several big conpanies that
are facing cash-flow problens due to the current econonic situation.'

He added: “In the case of MAS, the decision to | odge the police report
was rmade by the managenment of the conpany. The Government is only waiting
for the outconme of the investigation. This is not an effort to topple
anyone and | hope (the) people will stop speculating that we are on a
wi t ch- hunt agai nst certain people |linked to sonmeone.’

The expl anation should clarify the situation, which had beconme sonmewhat
murky follow ng reports in some newspapers |inking the MAS i ssue with
Dai m

Dr Mahathir said the situation needed to be explained as the case had
been sensationalised by the nedia as a clear nove by the Government
agai nst certain people.

Sensationalised is the word. One English tabloid went to the extent of
describing the fornmer MAS chairnman, Tan Sri Tajudin Rami, as “one of a
coterie of Malay tycoons with close links to fornmer Finance M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n, who resigned in the mddle of |ast year'.

It published, over several days, a series of page one reports
i mplicating a handful of businessnen, nostly Bum puteras, as the likely
targets of future investigations.

Clearly, either out of genuine concern for public interest or for sone
i nsi di ous reasons, many peopl e have been second-guessing the Prine
M nister who, in a neeting with Mal aysian students in London, was asked
guestions on MAS and ot her troubl ed conpanies.

A senior aide of the Prine Mnister said Dr Mahathir's conments on the
i ssue should be seen in the context of the questions put forward by the
st udents.

But some people and a segnent of the media had clearly turned the MAS
i ssue into one of intrigue and conspiracy.

It is unfortunate that the Governnent's efforts to put the corporate



sector back on track by solving the debt problens of sone conpanies are
being interpreted as political wtch-hunting and used as an excuse to
mal i gn certain personalities.

VWhet her this canpaign of msinformation is notivated by persona
consi derations or by the larger public interest, allegations of cronysm
will render the Government's effort to rebuild the Bum putera business
community and the Mal aysia Incorporated Policy - as recently alluded to by
Speci al Economic Adviser to the Prine Mnister Tan Sri Nor Mhaned Yakcob
- that nmuch nore difficult.

The Prime Mnister said: “(But) all businessmen are linked to the
CGovernment. W are in the process of creating successful Bum putera
entrepreneurs, so we have to choose people who we believe have the
capacity and capability, but then they are called our cronies.

“If people start saying that everybody whomwe help are our cronies, we
m ght as well abandon the Bum putera policy."'

Abandoni ng t he Bumi putera policy just because a handful of Bum putera-
owned conpanies are facing difficulties, due either to the econonic
downturn or bad managenent, is out of the question

Nei t her the Governnent nor the people who take pleasure in condeming
the fail ed Bum putera businessnen can afford to have the policy w thdrawn.
Even the country as a whole cannot afford it. Wthdrawal of the policy
woul d al nost certainly destabilise it.

To be fair to the Governnent and its Bum putera policy, it must be
acknow edged that not every Bum putera businessman is a failure and not
al I non-Bum putera busi nesses were spared the daming effects of the 1997
regi onal financial crisis.

The difference is, the troubl ed non-Bum putera conpani es and busi nessnen
do not cone into sharp public focus because they are generally independent
of the Governnent.

They m ght have borrowed heavily to finance their pre-crisis expansion
Their debts are as burdensone to the banki ng system as those of the
Bum puteras. But they are generally spared public scrutiny and bashi ng
because they rely less on the Governnent for projects and assistance.

Al so, the Chinese are nore cohesive in conducting business. They are
nore supportive of each other. And since the mpjority of Chinese are in
busi ness, they are not in the habit of running down one another, at | east
not publicly.

This is one trait the Bum puteras nust learn to adopt if they want to be
successful in business. They nust do away with the tendency for hasat
dengki (jeal ousy and vengeance).

Rebui | di ng the Bum put era business community and Ml aysia I nc should be
everybody's priority if they are serious about putting the econony back on
track. And if they are still commtted to Vision 2020

It is an ultimte insult to the Prime Mnister to interpret the
CGovernment's action as witch-hunting. If there is anything the Prine
M ni ster can be blaned for, it has to be his tol erance of foolishness and
his forgiving nature.

O herwi se, how do we explain the fact that so nmany of his “sworn
enem es' and remmants of past administrations are still serving him and
t he Covernnent?

( END)
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