23 JUN 2002
Ni k Azi z- Mahat hi r
NOT PROPER TO DI SPUTE DR MAHATHI R S SI NCERI TY

KOTA BAHARU, June 23 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Nik
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat said it is not proper for anyone to di spute Datuk Seri

Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's sincerity in resigning fromall posts in Umo and
Bari san Nasi onal (BN)

He said Dr Mahathir's nove coul d enabl e the younger group to fill up
all the posts.
"Whether it's sincere or otherwise, it's all in the heart,” he told

reporters here today.

Earlier, PAS national information chief Azizan Abdul Razak clai nmed that
t he announcenent by the Prine Mnister of his resignation was a politica
dr ama.

Azi zan clainmed that Dr Mahathir purposely did that to enable himto
regai n the support of Umo | eaders and nenbers, besides the rakyat, after
maki ng a change concerning the privileges of the Ml ays.

The Prime M nister made a statement which shocked the nation at the end
of the Umo General Assenbly in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday, when he announced
his decision to step down as Umo president and BN chai rman but retracted
it after appeals by nenbers of the Ummo Suprene Counci l

Ni k Aziz, who is al so head of PAS U anma Council, hoped the Prine
M ni ster could withstand the stresses and work pressure when he agreed to
reassune all the posts.

He felt that Dr Mahathir should remain as Prime Mnister to | ead the
nati on.

Ni kK Azi z, however, hoped Dr Mahathir coul d make sone changes in his
approach and in Umo so that the party could be friends wi th PAS and not
i ssue negative statenments about PAS.

"It's better for us to be friends, Datuk Seri's (Dr Mahathir) own

burden can be reduced if (Umo) and PAS were to becone friends. | nyself
can accept the friendship.
"If (he) still holds the positions but his thinking remains the sane,

there will be nore problens. It has beconme the tal k anong the opposition
parties, after stepping down (frompositions), retract (the resignation),"
he sai d.

Ni k Aziz said there was no point in PAS and Umo continuing to "fight"
if both parties could accept Islamwholly especially when Dr Mahathir
hi msel f had announced that Ml aysia was an |Islam c country.

"But if we are still quarrelling anbng oursel ves, w thout any | ogica
reason, then we are deliberately |ooking for trouble," he said.

Dr Mahathir left for Europe this norning for a week's vacation
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