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Unity responsibility of all (HL)

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Everyone of us is responsible for preserving unity,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said tonight. He rem nded Mal aysi ans t hat
what ever action they decided upon would affect society and the country.

Peopl e nust act rationally and be sensitive to the fact that Ml aysia
was a multi-racial society.

The Prime Mnister said the interests of the country and society should
be pl aced above ot her considerations.

"Preserving unity is not the responsibility of the Government al one or
certain parties only. In fact, no one is excluded fromthis task," he said
at a unity gathering at Stadi um Nasional in Bukit Jalil.

The programme, themed Satu, was officially | aunched by Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamal ull ail

It was organised to reflect the unity and harnony that prevail in the
country. The event was telecast |live over Radi o Tel evi syen Ml aysi a.

Among those present were the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku
Abdul Rashid, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and
Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent Mnister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man

Dr Mahathir said the perceptions that no further efforts were necessary
to strengthen unity in the country were m spl aced.

If people were not careful, there was a danger it could collapse, he
said, citing last year's incidents in Jalan Kl ang Lama as an exanpl e.

"Although it may involve a slight m sunderstanding and could be resol ved
am cably, people sonetinmes |ose their judgnment when they allow enotions to
t ake over.

"I hope this incident will serve as a lesson to all. Don't forget that
unity is the pillar of the country's stability and prosperity.

"We should realise that if unity is weak, it will make it nore difficult
for the Governnent and the people to devel op the country."

He said Mal aysians lived in peace and without fear, unlike in sonme other
countries but without unity, Ml aysia would not be able to conpete
gl obal | y.

"I'f this happens, we will be the one who will [ose out."

The econoni c outl ook was not that encouragi ng and overcomi ng the
sl owndown depended on the willingness of the people to co-operate and work
t oget her.

"In facing these chall enges, we need to forget our differences and
enphasi se what we have in common to stimnul atet he econony. ™"

Dr Mahathir said he was confident that with such co-operation the
econony woul d energe stronger and woul d benefit the people.

VWil e the Governnent strove to nmaintain unity, the Prinme M nister
| anented there were others who were trying to destroy it. Various
accusations had been | evell ed against the Governnent, and the people had
been egged on to hate the adm nistration.

"I would like to stress that the Government will not conprom se in
dealing with matters involving security and stability. It will act firnmy
to curb any activities that can jeopardise the country's integrity and
wel | -bei ng of the people.”

Dr Mahathir gave an assurance that although stern action would be taken
it did not mean the Governnent would be intolerant or that the principles
of denmocracy woul d not be respected.



"To these groups, | call on themto help the Governnent in maintaining
unity and not to weck it for personal interests as such acts will only
destroy our own country."

The Prime Mnister said the people nust also al ways be wary of the
danger posed by those advocating political and religious views that were
narr ow m nded. "lnstead, we nust enhance the spirit of unity and co-
operation, besides acting rationally,"” he said, adding that all nust work
hard to defuse any tension or conflict of politics, econony, religion and
culture.

"Those who live in the sanme areas nust know and understand each other.

The culture of honesty, co-operation and gi ve-and-take nmust al ways be
practised.”

In this respect, the Rukun Tetangga was an inportant social institution
capabl e of forging unity, he said, adding that the programre could al so
hel p nonitor and resolve i ssues at grassroots |evel before they escal ated
into nore serious problens.

Calling on the National Unity and Social Devel opnent Mnistry to
establish nmore RT sectors nationw de, especially in areas with a high risk
of conflict, the Prime Mnister said: "The role of RT should al so be
expanded to include other social services. The CGovernment will continue to
support RT and ot her social programes and activities."
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