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PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Ml aysia has always been alert to the presence of
terrorists on its soil and has acted ahead of other countries in
preventing attacks, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
t oday.

He said the Governnent had known fromearly on about the intentions of
certain groups to create unrest and had acted swiftly in containing them
"Yes, we knew about them nuch earlier. Long before Sept 11 (2001), we

had al ready taken action agai nst them

"We are way ahead of the rest of the world in ternms of dealing with
potential terrorists.™

Dr Mahathir said this at the Putrajaya Lake C ub where he earlier
wi t nessed the signing of an agreenent on the production of |nokom Atos
cars locally.

The Prime M nister was asked about recent findings frominvestigations
into the Bali bombings, that sone of the suspects had enrolled in a
religious school in Uu Tiram Johor, in the early 1990s.

On the recent arrests of three all eged suicide bonbers with links to
Kunpulan Mlitan Ml aysia, Dr Mahathir said the police had al ways known of
their presence, but had chosen to act only recently.

"I think the police decided to pick themup later. It would be a cause
for concern if we didn't know where they were at all."

Dr Mahathir al so said he was not surprised about the existence of
potential terrorists in the country.

"We di scovered very nuch early that there were such people. Fromthe
i nformati on we got, we know there are a nunber of them around.”

He described them as "m sgui ded" peopl e who rejected denocracy for
violence in order to gain power.

"So they went to Pakistan and Afghanistan to | earn about using force to
take over the Governnent.

"They canme back here but they are not well prepared for this sort of
thing and very soon, we detected them They are not going to be a threat
to this country.”

He said the Governnent was al so regul ating the operations of religious
school s because it was found that not all of themwere teaching religion
"Yes, we are regulating them... because they are teachi ng sonething

el se."

On the possible expulsion of two MCA State Assenbl ynen in Penang - Lim
Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi) - Dr Mahathir said it
was up to the MCA

"At the noment, | leave it to the MCA to make a decision. But if they
want to refer it to the Barisan Nasional, then we'll be prepared to study
the case.”

Limand Tan had abstained fromvoting in the State Assenbly on an
Opposition notion agai nst the construction of the Penang Quter R ng Road.

Later, speaking at the breaking of fast function hosted by the Foreign
Mnistry at Wsna Putra, Dr Mahathir said Muslins and non-Mislinms nust
tackle terrorismor risk living in continued fear, hatred and anger

He said such an environnent woul d make people fearful of travelling or
doi ng other things and this would affect the econony.

"I hope that sonmeone anbng us and anong themw ll think rationally to
find solutions to the problem™ said Dr Mahathir.



Al so present at the event were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Ali, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and nmenbers of the
foreign diplomatic corps.

Dr Mahathir said it was necessary to stop the oppression of Muslins in
Pal estine and other countries, otherwi se there was a possibility that
there would be no end to acts of terror.

Citing an exanmple of the feud between Pal estinians and Israelis, Dr
Mahat hir said that anong the 1.3 billion Mislinms around the world, there
m ght be a thousand of themwho felt angry and frustrated, and woul d act
on their own.

He al so said there was no use for themto speak about things |ike human
rights and freedom of speech if the so-called denocratic countries would
not stop committing undenocratic acts.
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