22/ 06/ 2002

PM Certain quarters want ne to intervene in |India-Pakistan issue

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said yesterday certain
gquarters were trying to get himto intervene in the ongoing | ndi a- Paki st an
conflict.

He sai d soneone had infornmed Pakistan President Pervez Miusharraf that he
(Dr Mahathir) wanted to speak to him

"This sanme person told nme that Musharraf wanted to speak to ne
(concerning the conflict)," he said, adding that the sanme thing was done
i nvolving Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Based on this, Dr Mahathir said he had called both the |eaders on
Wednesday.

However, he said when he called them he realised that both Misharraf
and Vaj payee thought it was himwho wanted to talk to them

"It is obvious that sonebody is trying to get ne involved, but | am not
conpetent to do anything (to resolve the conflict),"” he said at a Press
conference in Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Dr Mahathir was responding to questions on his tel ephone conversation
wi th Vaj payee rel eased by the Indian H gh Comni ssion here yesterday.

"W have already stated our stand very clearly. W adhere and believe in
the United Nations resolution to condemm all fornms of terrorism whether
cross-border or not," said Dr Mahathir, reiterating Kuala Lunmpur's
contention that the root causes nust be identified and renoved.

"OF course you can accuse States of being involved, Israel is definitely
i nvol ved, while Pakistan denies any involvenent. It is not for me to
j udge.

"The fact is that the causes are there and people are bl ow ng thensel ves
up as they are angry," he said.

( END)
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