22 FEB 2002
Law - Antarctica
PM TO DECI DE ON OUR OAN RESEARCH CENTRE | N ANTARCTI CA

Bl NTANGOR, Sarawak, Feb 22 (Bernama) - The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohammad, will decide if we should have our own research centre
in the Antarctica, Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Seri
Law Hi eng Di ng said today.

He sai d when he acconpanied the Prime Mnister on his tripto
Ant arcti ca he saw Mal aysi an scientists doing research there and t hey
briefed Dr Mahathir on their work.

"The scientists who have been there since 1999 had identified certain
projects."

"I think our Prinme Mnister is now considering or |ooking into the
possibility of Malaysia having its own research centre there."

Law said this to reporters after hosting a Chinese New Year open house
jointly with Meradong state assenbl yman Datuk Ting Chek Sii at the
Basket bal | St adi um here.

"The national technical co-ordinator of our Antarctica Scientific
Resear ch Progranme, Dr.Azizan Abu Samah has suggested that the country
shoul d have its own research centre there," Law sai d.

"This will denpnstrate the ability and stam na of |ocal scientists in
exploring new high profile scientific fields."

Besi des, he added it was inportant too in the long termto further
devel op and strengt hen the nati onal science research m ssion particularly
in areas where the country had | agged behi nd.

According to him at present, our scientists were sharing the
facilities of New Zeal and's Scott Base and Australia's Casey Station.

"We are paying fully for the cost of our research and since we have
| ai d our foundation for research works, we shoul d consi der setting up our
own station," Law said.

He said it would cost around RM0 million annually to set up and
mai ntain a station there.

On the Antarctica trip, Law described it as a once-in-a-lifetine
experience for himand his wife and "we are grateful to the Prime M nister
for inviting us to cone along."
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