03/ 09/ 2002

Chong: W will continue to nab illegals

KOTA KI NABALU, Mbn. - Operations to arrest illegal inmgrants in Sabah
will continue despite the tenporary halt in the repatriation of Filipino
illegals fromthe State.

Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said the police have a duty to pick
up those without proper docunents and send themto tenporary hol ding
centres.

The operation to round up illegal inmgrants under Ops Nyah Il Bersepadu
began on Feb 26.

"The operations will continue,” he said after chairing a State Security
Conmittee neeting today.

Present were State Secretary Datuk K. Y. Mistapha, State Comm ssioner of
Police Datuk Rami Yussuf, and Fifth Infantry Bri gade Commander Bri g-Jen
Mohd Yasi n Yahya.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had said on Saturday that
the Governnment had agreed to a request from Philippine President Goria
Macapagal Arroyo for a tenporary halt to the repatriation of Filipino
illegal immgrants from Sabah.

The Prime Mnister said repatriation would resunme after Philippine
officials inspected the three detention centres in Sabah and were
satisfied that their nationals there were not ill-treated.

Chong, who is SSC chairman, said the State Government will assist in
facilitating the visit of the Philippine delegation to the holding centres
in Kota Kinabalu, Sandakan and Tawau.

"W will welcone themas our guests and extend all assistance,
sai d.

Chong noted that conplaints of mstreatnment only surfaced follow ng the
CGovernment's action to repatriate them

He said the illegal inmmgrants at the detention centres were referred to
the hospitals i mediately when they conpl ai ned of ill ness.

On whet her he woul d di scuss the setting up of a Philippine Consulate in
Sabah, Chong said Arroyo had agreed to it.
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