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PBEC- MALAYSI A
ACCCLADES CONTI NUE TO POUR I N FOR MALAYSI A'S HOSTI NG OF PBEC MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia, which organised the 35th
I nternational General Meeting (1GVW) of the Pacific Basin Econom ¢ Counci
(PBEC) nore than a week ago, is still getting accol ades for having
organi sed a successful conference.

PBEC i s an international association of senior business |eaders
representing nore than 1,100 najor corporations in 20 econom es around the
Paci fic, which account for nore than US$4 trillion in global sales and
enploy nore than 10 mllion people. It is also a forumthrough which
busi ness | eaders coul d create new busi ness rel ati onshi ps, exchange vi ews
wi th governnment officials, and produce recommendati ons on key busi ness
i ssues.

Robert G Lees, former PBEC president and senior executive advisor
(Asia Pacific) for KPM5 Consulting, remarked that the recent neeting was
not only an extrenely successful conference for PBEC, it was al so PBEC s
best .

The conference was organi sed by PBEC Mal aysia, which is led by its
chairman, Tan Sri Azman Hashim and its director-general, Rohana Mahnood

"The excellent quality and positive results of the conference, held in
such difficult tinmes, has given PBEC a nuch needed shot in the armto nove
forward. It was an actively wonderful experience fromthe opening right
through to the closing," Lees said in a statenent here.

He sai d al though PBEC Mal aysi a had only six nonths to organi se the
event, it was an outstandi ng conference.

Lees said it was also gratifying to see the I evel of support that the
Mal aysi an gover nment and busi ness conmmunity contributed to PBEC s | GM

"I't shows how nmuch Mal aysia believes in PBEC and its mission of being
t he i ndependent voice of business in the Pacific. Overall, the | GMwas not
only good for PBEC but Ml aysia and the regional econony,” he added.

The theme of the conference was "Striving for Gowh in a Challenging
Envi ronnent” and Lees described it as inportant for the region, especially
in the wake of the Asian financial crisis and the harrowi ng events of Sept
11.

Sonme 450 del egates, 300 |local and international nedia, as well as 15
mnisters fromaround the region attended the conference.

"VWhat the del egates saw for thensel ves was an extrenely wel | -organi sed
conference by both business | eaders and the governnent of Ml aysia. W saw
a very self-confident Mal aysia w th good things happeni ng everywhere and
getting better all the time," he said.

Lees also paid a glowing tribute to the open and witty di al ogue on
terrorism religion, globalisation and a plethora of other issues which
showed i nternati onal del egates how wel | -versed and experi enced Ml aysi ans
were at the art of statesmanship.

"I't has shown the world that the spirit of Malaysia Inc. is very nuch
alive and active and has done nmuch to renmove doubt and prejudi ce about
Mal aysia's stability," he said.

This was the second time since 1994 that PBEC has held its I1GMin Kual a
Lunpur. Wiile the 1994 neeting was a good one, Lees remarked that many of
the del egates who returned for the first time since 1994 were not prepared
for the devel opnents that awaited them

"In a short span of eight years we were amazed at what the governnent
and peopl e of Mal aysia had achi eved. Fromour |anding at the ultra-nodern



KLI'A, our train ride on the ERL, right up to the conference venue next to
the magni ficent Petronas Twin Towers, we were bl own away by the
devel opnents that had taken place,” he said.

Anot her del egate, Sue Hooper of Canada, said, "This was one of the best
IGvs in PBEC s 35th history. The speeches and questi on and answer sessions
by Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir Mohanmad as well as the M nister of
International Trade and Industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, were
entertaining, stimulating and worth the price of adm ssion."

Two ot her Canadi ans, Victor and Leona Apps who had travelled and Iived
in Asia for many years, said, "The Kuala Lunpur's | GM was probably the best
we' ve ever been to."

A Chil ean del egate's quote best sunmed up the feelings of del egates at
the end of the conference -- "W cane with a sense of crisis but are
| eaving with a sense of hope." -- BERNAMA
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