17 APR 2002

Shaf i e- ex- servi cenmen

NUMBER OF EX- SERVI CEMEN | N BUSI NESS STI LL MJCH TO BE DESI RED, SAYS
SHAFI E

KUALA LUVPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- The nunber of ex-servicenmen in
business is still nmuch to be desired especially those with skills, said
Deputy Defence M nister Datuk Mohd Shafie Apdal said today.

He said they should nmake full use of their experience while in service
for the growmth of their conpanies.

"We don't want themto be just nmenbers of the board of directors but to
operate their own conpanies,” he said at a news conference after receiving
contributions fromsponsors of the Business Convention and Exposition 2002
at Teratai Room W sna Kenentah, here.

He said the government provided nany opportunities that all ow
ex-servicenen to go into business in appreciation of the services they
rendered to the country.

Shafie cited as an exanple the recent Defence Services Asia Exhibition
and Conference 2002 (DSA) here where few ex-servi cenen were invol ved even
t hough they had the expertise in such services.

He said they could set up a strong network of business partners through
associ ati ons for ex-servicenen.

Meanwhi | e, the deputy president of chanber of commerce for
ex-servicenen, Mej-Gen (rtd) Datuk Ahmad | brahi msaid the chanber has
bet ween 600 and 800 nenbers in the Kual a Lunmpur Federal Territory,

Sel angor, Terengganu, Kel antan, Kedah, Johor, Ml aka and Negeri Senbil an.

He sai d the Busi ness Convention and Exposition 2002 to be held from May
16 to 19 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) would provide information
to ex-servicenen on existing facilities and opportunities in business.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will open the business
convention and exposition
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