05 SEPT 2002
Si va- NUTP
NUTP SUGGESTS SCl ENCE, MATHS | N ENGLI SH | N YEAR FOUR

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- The National Union of Teaching
Pr of essi on (NUTP) has proposed that Sci ence and Mat hemati cs be taught in
Engl i sh from St andard Four.

The Secretary-Ceneral, Datuk N. Si va Subranmani am said the introduction
at Standard Four woul d al lowfor a strong foundation in pupil's respective
nmot her tongues and Bahasa Mal aysi a bet ween St andards One and Three.

"Based on studies carried by NUTP the majority agree the subjects
shoul d be taught in English in Standard Four."

"Pupils fromStandard One to Standard Three shoul d be wel |l grounded in
basi c | earning skills, Bahasa Mal aysi a and t hei r not her tongue. Only from
St andard Four onwards shoul d Sci ence and Mat henati cs be taught in English,"”
he told a press conference today.

Si va said the proposal woul d be presented to the Prime M nister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, in a neeting which woul d be hel d with the NUTP,
Cuepacs, Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) and school heads sonetine
soon.

Siva said the neeting was ai ned at providing feedback to the Prine
M ni ster on the actual situation concerning the issue besides expl ai ni ng
views of students, parents and teachers.

"The neeting with the Prime Mnister will allow di scussions on the
various communi ti es' feelings and proposal s. However, the final decision
rests with the governnent," he said

He said the NUTP woul d al so propose the setting up of | anguage
| aboratories in every school,that Science and Mat hemati cs educati on on
t el evi si on be conducted in English, that English teachers master the
| anguage and conduct tuition at Teachers' Activities Centres.

Siva said the study al so reveal ed that the governnment's proposal to
i ntroduce teaching of Sci ence and Mat hermatics in English was well received

by the majority of people but many were still doubtful about the way it
woul d be i npl enent ed.
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