05/ 07/ 2002
NUTP concerned over switch to English

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The National Union of Teachi ng Profession (NUTP)
has expressed concern that teaching Science and Mathematics in English may
make it difficult for the Government to achieve its 60:40 target ratio of
Sci ence to Maths students.

In a nenorandum handed to the Education Mnistry on Tuesday, the NUTP
said this was because students with an average comrand of the | anguage
woul d avoi d taking the subjects.

NUTP secretary-general Datuk N Siva Subramani am said rural students,
who do not live in an English-speaking environnment, would find it
difficult to understand the Science and Mat hematics syl | abi

"W have not conme across any study which states that teaching Science
and Mathematics in English is nore effective than in Bahasa Ml ayu or
ot her | anguages.

"How wel | a person masters a |language is solely up to his or her own
efforts.

"Many countries use English as a nediumof instruction in schools but
they are | ess devel oped than Ml aysia."

Siva said there was also a high likelihood that many teachers m ght
continue teaching the two subjects in Bahasa Mel ayu as they were not adept
in English.

"Currently, there are school s which even conduct English classes in
Bahasa Melayu, in that half of teaching and | earning activities are in the
Mal ay | anguage. "

Among ot her reconmendati ons made by the NUTP in the nenorandum are for

* Science and Mathematics to be taught in English for TV Pendidi kan or
Education TV, and the progranme aired during primetinme so that parents
could watch themtogether with their children

* A conmittee conprising representatives fromthe School |nspectorate
and educati on associations to be established to nonitor the teaching of
the two subjects, and,

* The ministry to give an undertaking that exam nations for the two
subj ects would not be in English for the time being so as to give teachers
and students adequate tinme to prepare.

Siva said the Bahasa Ml ayusyl | abus shoul d al so be revised to ensure
students would not be "lost" after being given extra exposure to English
in school

"Qtherwise, they will face problens as when they | eave school, 90 per
cent of official and unofficial correspondence will be in Bahasa Ml ayu"
he added.

Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhanad sai d yesterday that the method
of inplenmentation for the teaching of the two subjects in English would be
di scl osed after a special Cabinet neeting chaired by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on July 16.



	NUTP concerned over switch to English (NST 05/07/2002)

