29 MAY 2002
NUTP- Engl i sh
NUTP TO CONDUCT VEEEKEND COURSES FOR TEACHERS | N ENGLI SH

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bername) -- The National Union of the Teaching
Prof ession (NUTP) will conduct weekend courses fromJuly for primary schoo
teachers on how to teach Sci ence and Mathematics in English.

The courses woul d be held nationwi de and all teachers interested could
join the classes, NUTP secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subramani am sai d
t oday.

"It's a voluntary service that we are providing to conpl enment the
government's effort to re-train teachers to teach the two subjects in
English," he told Bernama, here.

On May 10, the Umo suprene council proposed that contenporary English
Literature be introduced to enhance the command of English anmong bum putera
students and Mal aysi ans in general.

The council al so proposed that Science and Mat hematics be taught in the
Engli sh | anguage fromthe primary school level as early as next year.

However, the council felt that that the reintroduction of
Engl i sh-nmedi um school s to i nprove the command of English was not necessary.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said that effective
teaching of English as well as the teaching of Mathematics and Sci ence
subj ects in English woul d enabl e students to have a better comand of the
| anguage.

Si va Subramani am sai d the NUTP supported the idea and described it as a
good nove for the country and future generations to acquire inportant
know edge.

"Al'l parties should support and contribute to the idea of teaching
English in those two subjects. The command of English will further prope
the nation to greater heights,” he added.

Si va Subramani am who is al so Cuepacs president, said the NUTP woul d
send its officers to Brunei and Singapore to study the concept of teaching
English in those two subjects.

He said that in Brunei and Singapore, various subjects, including
Mat hemat i cs and Sci ence, were taught in English.

After the study tour, the NUTP officers would coordinate the weekend
courses in all the states, he said.

"W will provide a basic guide for teachers, including the nmethod for
teaching the subjects in English and how to master the | anguage,” he said.

He said the NUTP had al so conducted simlar courses for teachers during
the transitional period when English-nmedi umschools were converted to the
Mal ay nmediumin the m d-seventi es.
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