21/ 06/ 2002

Del egate: Postpone party polls to after general election

PAHANG del egat e Sai fuddi n Abdul | ah proposed that the party's divisiona
and national -1evel election, schedul ed for next year, be postponed to
after the general election.

This, he said, would enable the party to concentrate on the genera
el ection instead of spending tinme canpaigning for the party polls.

"In the Ketari by-election, BN won with an over-whelmng majority.
Pahang BN al so played an inportant role in the Sanggang by-el ection. W
must win big in the next general election,” said Saifuddin, who is also
Temer | oh Umo division chief and Mal aysi an Youth Council president.

On the party president's keynote address, Saifuddin said Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad spoke |ike a world | eader.

He said it was crucial that Umo hel ped in opening the m nds of Ml ays
and keepi ng them abreast of |atest devel opnents.

"Take the proposed teaching of Science and Mat hematics in English
begi nni ng next year. We nmust acknow edge that English is the | anguage of
know edge, " he added.

Based on a recent study in Europe, he said, 16 per cent of the people
had English as their nother tongue but 69 per cent used the |anguage in
their lives and in their work.

"(Mal ays) must be willing to change their perception and preconcei ved
notions. In the West, the people teach their children to swi m before they
can wal k. Such a practice would help boost the child' s i mune system This
i s one exanpl e of changing m ndset. Ml ays nmust be willing to do this if
they want to progress,” he added.

( END)
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