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ABSTENTI ON OF TWO BN MEMBERS VERY SERI QUS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday described the nove by the two Bari san Nasional nenbers to
abstain when a vote was taken on a DAP notion in the Penang State Assenbly
as a very seroius matter and hinted that disciplinary action may be taken
agai nst them

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, said that the party woul d | ook
into the matter before taking a decision.

"Yes, that is a very serious thing. We will have to |l ook into the
incident and we will nake a decision on that.

"This is a very serious thing... (it shows) lack of party discipline,"
he said at the Royal Ml aysian Airforce (RVMAF) station in Subang here on
his return fromParis.

When asked whet her any disciplinary action will be taken against the
two state assenbl ynmen, LimBoo Chang (BN Dat uk Keranmat) and Tan Cheng Liang
(BN-Jawi ), Dr Mahathir said: " Possible".

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to coment on the statenment that their nove
to abstain was said to have been taken in the interest of their
constituents and reflecting the wi shes of the people they represent.

"I't neans that the BN is not the voice of the people. If | need to ask
my constituents, every tine a vote is taken (in the Dewan Rakyat), |'l]I
have to go back to ask ny constituents,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the statenent by Tan who was reported
to have said that her decision was based on her conscience.

"If everybody's vote is based on conscience, there'll be no party. \Wen
seeking to join, to contest, (they'll) ask for the support of the party.
After having won, they want to be independent. If the party has no support,
can the party wn.

"How many i ndependent (candi dates) have won in Ml aysia. How nany of

that.... There are many i ndependents contesting, seldomwi nning. It's the
party that wi ns, nmeaning that we're banking on the party. W'll have to
accept the discipline of the party,"” he said.
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