21 AUG 2002
Gat eway
THAI LAND, CAMBODI A AND LACS @ VE NOD TO | NFO GATEWAY

PHNOM PENH, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- A Malaysian Information Mnistry team
has secured in principle agreenent fromCanbodi a, Laos and Thailand to
participate in the proposed South-South I nformati on Gateway (SSI G) .

This was in sumthe outconme of the team s three-nation tour since Aug
13 to sell the SSIGidea to PhnomPenh, Vientiane and Bangkok and to obtain
their comm tnent towards realising the gateway, which will be based in and
funded by Kual a Lunpur.

At the end of the tour, teaml eader and Deputy Information M nister
Dat uk Khal i d Yunus tol d Bernama here before returni ng hone today: "The
m ssion is a successful one and has acconplished what it sets out to
achi eve. "

Wil e here, Khalid held tal ks on the proposed SSI G and del i berat ed on
t he provisions of the draft Menorandumof Understandi ng on the gateway with
Canmbodi an I nformation M nister Lu Lay Sreng.

The Mal aysi an anbassador here, Datuk A . H Anuar, took part in the
del i berati ons al ongsi de Mal aysi an and Canbodi an br oadcasti ng and news
agency officials.

Khal id conducted a simlar exercise with his Laotian counterpart,
Phanduangchit Vongsa, wi th Mal aysi an anbassador to Vi enti ane Daud M Yusof f
al so participating.

I n Bangkok earlier, Thai Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Ofice
Sonsakdi Thepsut hin al so conveyed to Khal i d Bangkok' s support for the SSI G
besi des rai si ng what the mini ster described as prohibitive costs and
restrictive Mal aysian |l aws affecting foreign filmpronotion.

Wi | e Vongsa expressed | and-1 ocked Laos' desire for training and
Mal aysi an private sector investrment in his country's broadcasting
i nfrastructrural devel opnent, Lay Sreng | ooked forward to getting nore
schol arshi ps for Canbodi an j ournal i sts and broadcasters | ater under the
SSI G anbi t.

Barring hitches, Kual a Lunpur has envi saged naki ng t he SSI G oper ati onal
as a hub for the exchange of news and tel evi si on programes for south
countries by early 2003.

A brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the SSI G
was noot ed during the 1999 Langkawi | nternational D al ogue.
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