13 JUN 2002
Azi zan- MyKad
TOUCH * N GO FEATURE | NCORPORATED | NTO MYKAD

PETALI NG JAYA, June 13 (Bernama) -- The Touch “n Go el ectronic paynent
systemhas been i ncorporated into the governnment mul ti purpose card or
"MyKad", which is also the identity card of the hol der.

But the additional feature will only be available in the Kl ang Val |l ey
from next mont h.

Nati onal Registration Departnent (NRD) Director-General Datuk Azizan
Ayob said that by next year, the "MyKad" coul d be used as a Touch 'n Go
card all over the country.

"New applicants of MyKad will be offered the feature with no extra
cost. They only need to pay RM0 for the card," he said at a news
conference at his office here today.

Al so present was Swi nder Grewal, Chief Operations Oficer of Rangkai an
Segar Sdn Bhd, the conpany which introduces the Touch 'n Go card.

Azi zan said the nove to i ncorporate Touch "n Go el ectroni c paynent
systeminto MyKad was inline with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s suggestion for a nulti-functioned card.

"It is also an effort to create a common ticketing systemfor various
services in the country," he said.

Azi zan sai d exi sting hol ders of MyKad woul d have to apply for the Touch
'n G feature.

He said hol ders of MyKad with Touch "n Go application could top up
their card just |ike the Touch "n Go prepaid card at Rangkai an Segar's
aut hori sed agent s i ncl udi ng Bum putra Commerce Bank (BCB) ATM Putra LRT
counters and Petronas petrol stations.

The MyKad with this feature could al so be used with Smart TAG a
battery-operated device that conbi nes the Touch “n Go card al so nmar ket ed by
t he conmpany. It can al so be used to pay Cityliner bus fares, Putra Line
f eeder buses and Putra LRT.

Azi zan sai d the departnment was al so | ooking into the possibility of
storing nore informati on in MyKad such as particulars of birth.

Thi s woul d require bigger menory chip from32K at present to 64K and
woul d al so increase the cost of the card, he said.

He sai d another possibility being | ooked i nto was the use of a conbi
chipto store all the applications instead of two chips, a contactless chip
for Touch "n Go payment systemand contact chip for personal particul ars of
t he hol der.

So far, a total of 1.8 mllion MyKad had been i ssued since its
| aunching on Sept 5 | ast year with 40 per cent of the holders were first
tinme applicants of identity card.
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