09 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r- Wr ker s
PM CRI Tl Cl SES MALAYSI ANS REFUSI NG TO SEI ZE JOB OPPORTUNI Tl ES

KERTIH, May 9 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today criticised Mal aysi ans who refuse to sei ze enpl oynent
opportunities in the rural areas and driving foreignersinto filling job
vacancies in the country.

He said that Ml aysi ans especi al |y Bum put eras who woul d nmuch rat her
loaf inthe towns and cities had | ead to foreigners comng to seize
enpl oynent opportunities in the country.

Dr Mahathir said that foreigners were prepared to cone fromafar to
sei ze enpl oynent opportunities irregardl ess whether they had to work in the
urban or rural areas.

"Foreigners are prepared to come to work here. Only the | ocal s refuse
(towork)...they only want to have fun, loafing in the towns and cities.

“Inthis were to go on, soon others will take over our country," he
told reporters after a one-day visit to the Petronas petrol eumindustry
conpl ex here.

He said that this had al ways been a probl emsince the col oni al days
when foreign | abourers had to be brought into work in the country because
t he peopl e were not prepared to work and now t hey had becone Mal aysi an
citizens.

"I'f we are still not prepared to work, soon our country will be full of
I ndonesi ans, Filipinos, Thai s and Bangl adeshi s. How are we goi ng t o chase
t hemback...we are not prepared to work, so others take up the jobs," he
sai d.

On the lack of investnment in Kertih even though the petrol eumindustry
was | ocated there, Dr Mahathir said that the government had spent billions
of ringgit to devel op the area but the i nflow of investnment was m ni nal

He said that the condition of the restaurants, houses and villages in
Kertih remai ned the sane whereas when the governnent built the KL
International Airport (KLIA), investors make i nvest ments and newt ownshi ps
devel oped.

Simlarly, he said, when the governnent opened up Putrajaya and
Cyberj aya, new townships |i ke Puchong and Serdang devel oped rapidly and
there were various comerci al and econonmic activities.

"What we see are only billions of ringgit of investnent here, but there
are no econom c activities.

"The vill ages renmai ned the same, so are the houses and the restaurants
by the roadsi de al so renai ned the sane," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent found the situation in Kertih
st range.

Asked to comment on plans by the Terengganu gover nnent to engage the
services of a foreign firmto build its own stretch of the east coast
hi ghway, Dr Mahathir said that the federal governnent had no objections.

On whet her the government was prepared to di sburse the special paynent
for the highway project, the prinme mnister said that the government was
prepared to consider the proposal, based on necessity, but the probl emwas
that traffic fl owwas not sufficient for toll collection

He said that the government had been di sbursing t he special paynent for
t he benefit of the people in Terengganu

"We are prepared to spend on any projects which will benefit the people
of Terengganu, " he said.
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