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Mahat hi r - Pal esti ne
WORLD HAS THE POANER TO STOP | SRAELI ATROCI TI ES | N PALESTI NE

PUTRAJAYA, April 4 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the world has the power, if it wants, to put a stop to state
terrorismcommtted by Israel against the Pal estinians as denonstrated by
its ability to end the nassacres perpetrated agai nst Bosni ans by the Serbs.

The prime mnister said the world did nothing for a long tinme until
al rost 200, 000 Bosni ans were killed but when it decided to put a stop to
it, the world just did it and was now even bringing the perpetrators to
justice.

"So the world has the power to put a stop to acts of terror commtted
by the Israelis,"” he said during a neeting here with about 20 internationa
journalists who covered the just-concluded Special Session of Islamc
Conference of Foreign Mnisters on Terrorism

However, Dr Mahathir said, the world conmunity did not seemto see the
Pal esti ni an probl emas sonmething relevant to themas conpared to the Sept
11 terror attacks which pronpted i medi ate action on their part.

Most of the powerful countries in the world appeared to adopt the
attitude that they had nothing to do with the fate of the Pal estini ans who
had been fighting and dying in their struggle against Israeli occupiers for
t he past 50 years, he said.

"Of course, sone of the European countries have begun to say sonething.
But you know, Europe is still feeling guilty about the Hol ocaust. It dares
not say anyt hi ng agai nst |srael.

"And as a result, the Palestinians have to pay a price for the Jews
being killed in Europe during the last (world) war," he said.

Dr Mahathir said one of the causes of terrorismwas the Pal estinian
i ssue and this had to be renoved.

He said the world nust take action to tackle the Pal estinian quagnire
t hrough the United Nations (UN) and the agreenent of the United States
(US), the strongest power in the world, was al so needed.

"The whol e world nust put pressure on Israel to stop its acts of
terror. Until they stop it, they cannot blame the Pal estinians for suicide
bonmbi ngs of Israelis, including their civilians," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that what the Israelis were doing was to attack a
country and kill civilians w thout declaring war and even to conduct a de
facto arrest of the | eader of a country.

"All this is wong and the Pal estini ans, not having any ot her way of
def endi ng thensel ves, have to resort to this act of blow ng thensel ves up
even if their victims are civilians," he said.

The prine nminister said the Pal estinians were fighting back with
everyt hi ng they had.

"I't may be termed as terrorist attacks but what choi ce have you? You
have no choice, so you attack. \When people use terror against you, it is
legitimate to use terror (in return)," he added.

Dr Mahathir said it must be acknow edged that such actions could only
end if the world pressured Israel to stop its attacks against the
Pal estini ans and evacuate all Arab lands it occupi ed.

The prime mnister said: "Wen people are angry they are prepared to do
anything. If they (lsraelis) do not stop, they have to face the possibility
of nore suicide bonbing attacks or whatever attacks."

He sai d Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat had been accused of not
being able to stop his people fromnaki ng such attacks but the fact was



that the 40,000 Israeli troops in Palestine too had apparently failed to
stop them

Asked on the Saudi-nooted Arab peace plan, Dr Mahathir said the
proposal was a good basis to work on although it needed to be further
refined.

He said it was a "great concession" made by the Arab countries for the
peace proposal stipulated that the Arab countries would recognise Israel in
return for full Israeli withdrawal fromterritories it occupied follow ng
the 1967 war.

"W have to be realisitic about this thing. W have to accept the fact
that there is an Israel and the world has acknow edged the state of Israel.
VWhat we need to demand for is that they stay within their borders,” he
sai d.

He told those attending the neeting that as far as Ml aysi a was
concerned, it did not have diplomatic relations with Tel Aviv.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said he that since the Sept 11 attacks
on the United States he had been witing to the heads of government of
Europe, the Muslimcountries and the US on the need to address the causes
of terrorism

"l explained these things to (US President George W) Bush in Shangha
(last year). He seenmed to understand ny view. | also explained that he
shoul d accept differences of opinion. If | differ fromhim it is because
it isnyright todiffer fromhis views.

"I think | have established contact with President Bush to the extent
that | can conmmunicate with himand the others," he added.
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