18 JUN 2002
Abdul | ah- Umo
YOUNGER GENERATI ON MUST LEARN TO BE GOOD AND LOYAL FOLLOVWERS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernanma) -- Umo deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d the younger generation in Umo nust | earn and
strive to be party menbers who are loyal to their | eaders in preparation to
become | eaders who are committed to the party and its struggles.

"He who does not know howto followw |l not know howto | ead," he
sai d.

A network of good rel ationshi ps anong party | eaders and nenbers was an
i mportant ingredient for the party's success, he sai d when opening the
general assenbly of Umo Youth and Wanita novenents and t he Puteri Umo
Convention sinul taneously at Putra World Trade Centre, here tonight.

"Among the Penmuda (Youth novenent), there should not be a H shammuddin
camp and a non- H shamuddi n canp. In Wanita, there should not be a Rafidah
camp and a non-Rafidah canp. I n Puteri, there should not be an Azlina canp
and a non- Azl ina canp," he said.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said all nenbers and | eaders were under the
| eader shi p of one president and their loyalty and servi ces were for Umo
under the | eadershi p of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Party | eaders, he said, nust first be united in efforts to strengthen
Umo and nenbers woul d be nore united i f there were | eadershi p by exanpl e.

He said if conflicts were allowed to fester, it would eventually take a
long time and waste a | ot of effort in finding an am cabl e sol uti on.

Abdul | ah sai d supporters woul d be I ess inclined to work agai nst ot hers
if their | eader did not provide encouragenent to do so.

He said it was not unknown in Umo that the party presented a facade of
strength, while internally it was wecked by strife and di vi si ons.

Internal conflicts were the result of those who sought power above al
el se and in such a situation, the influence of ki ngmakers and power br okers
wer e enhanced.

"The quest for political power suddenly becones personally profitable
for these people. Leaders aretreated |i ke cormodities, priced cormercially
to bargain with and to sell," he said.

The Umo deputy president said if political corruptionrearedits ugly
head and with it the | oss of reason, the party's interests would be
mar gi nal i sed and the comunity's struggl es woul d be destroyed.

He said party | eaders and nenbers nust be cogni zant that there was no
use i n gai ning power and positionwithinthe party if Umo | ost politica
power in the general election

"Qur focus nust be on strengthening the party and uniting our nembers.
Qur common eneny shoul d be the opposition," he said.

On religion, Abdullah said Muslins in Mal aysia ought to be thankfu
because they were able to fulfil their religious obligations and pursue
their worldly ains w thout having to seek refuge in another country.

He sai d worl dly success and spiritual preparations could be undertaken
peaceful Iy and confortably in this country.

"These are the bl essings of Allah for which we nmust be thankful. These
are the fruits of our | eaders' efforts for which we should be grateful," he
sai d.

He said it woul d be neani ngl ess for a country to be known as an Islamc
country just because the majority of its people were Mislins.

What was nore inportant was that the Muslins in that country were able
to acqui re know edge and skills, to prosper and succeed, to adni ni ster and



govern the country well, and to hold steadfast to the teachi ngs of the
religion by bringing continued success and devel opnent for the ummah.
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