16 SEP 2002

SUCCESS | N MAI NTAI NI NG PEACE DUE TO THE COOPERATI ON OF EVERYONE

PORT DI CKSON, Sept 16 (Bernamm) -- The country's success in maintaining
peace and stability is due to the cooperation fromall strata of society
who believe in the governnent of the day, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
sai d.

The commi t ment shown by all Ml aysians reflected their loyalty and | ove
for the nation, the prine mnister said.

Thr oughout the nmonth-1ong cel ebration of the country's 45 years of
i ndependence, the peopl e had been npst sincere in expressing their
appreci ation and thanks for what they enjoyed as citizens of Ml aysia, he
said in the souvenir programme for the closing of the Merdeka Month
cel ebrations at the Kota | npian pesta site, here, tonight.

The cl osi ng cerenpny was perfornmed by Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Si raj uddi n Syed Putra Jamal ul | ai |

Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysian flag coul d be seen flying in all corners
of the country and this spirit augured well for Ml aysia because it showed
that the people felt responsible and that they had arole to play in the
devel opnent and progress of the country.

He sai d such cel ebrati ons should continue all year round to nake the
young generation aware of the bitterness the peopl e experienced under the
foreign colonialists sothat they woul d appreci ate the struggl e of the
earlier generation to free the country.
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