23 FEB 2002
Expedi ti on- Funds
WORLD TRI P ON FOUR WHEEL DRI VE DEFERRED DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 23 (Bernama) --A couple's dreamof circling the gl obe
on a four wheel drive has yet to naterialise due to | ack of sponsorship

Retired Mejar Mohaned Arshad Khan, 58, and his wi fe Salina Abdull ah were
schedul ed to | eave in January but have now deferred the trip to April
hopefully with some private sector sponsorships chipping in.

Mohanmed Arshad said they were still waiting for response fromthe
private sector for sponsorship of their expedition.

The couple said that the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
was willing to flag themoff at Putrajaya,last nonth, enroute to Calcutta
via Penang by ship to begin their journey that will take themthrough 26
countries covering sone 40,000 km

He told Bernama they had finalised details of the trip and had |iased
with the relevant parties such as diplomatic missions overseas as well as
with Wsma Putra.

"The mi ssions we contacted are aware of our itinerary and are just
awaiting the confirned dates fromus," he said.

The couple's journey will include India, Nepal, Paki stan, | ran, Turkey,

Eur ope, Canada, Uni t ed St at es, Japan, Sout h Kor ea, Chi na, Vi et nam Laos and
Thai | and.

Mohamed Arshad, from | poh, said the proposal for the trip, planned two
years ago had received positive response and endorsenent fromboth the
Prime Mnister's office and the Youth and Sports Mnistry.

He said they will visit the War Menorial while in Japan, and are
schedul ed to neet with nenbers of ex-servicemen associations as well as to
visit graves of soldiers who died in the Second Wrld War while in the
Commonweal t h nmenber countri es.

On the couple's preparations for the trip, Mhamed Arshad said prior to
this they had enbarked on a simlar journey on their own, covering the
Uni ted Ki ngdom I ndonesia, Nigeria, Thailand and had traversed across Sabah
via the | oggi ng route.

The couple's forthcom ng expedition will span two hot deserts,include
snow- covered areas such as the Hi nmal ayas and will stretch across three
oceans.

"As Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir had advised, we will bring along a
| ap-top and a nobile phone with international roam ng for conmunication and
for sending our reports via the web," he added.
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