28 NOV 2002
MAHATHI R- | NOKCOM
PRI ME M NI STER AT CERTI FI CATI ON FOR MASS PRODUCTI ON OF | NOKOM ATOS

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today wi tnessed the signing of the certification for the mass
producti on of the I nokomAtos, a multi-function vehicle (MV), here.

I nokom Atos is a coll aboration between Industri OQonotif Konmersial (M
Sdn Bhd (1 nokom) and Hyundai Mbdtors Conpany, Korea, through a technica
Iicense agreement (TLA) that was signed between both parties earlier this
year.

This TLA is fundanental in terns of the transfer of technol ogy and
allows I nokomto assenble the MFV with the supply parts fromHMC, |nokom
said in a statement rel eased at the cerenony.

After evaluating Inokoms fqciliites, work process, quality control and
managenent system HMC gave the nod for the nmass production of the | nokom
At os whi ch was devel oped based on the Hyundai Atos nodel .

At the signing ceremmy, |nokomwas represented by its chairman, Aner
Hanzah Ahnmed, while HMC was represented by its vice-chairman, Park Pyung
Jae.

Inokomis a joint venture between Berjaya G oup Bhd (35 perent),
Persumal (M Sdn Bhd (30 percent), HMC (15 percent), Renault SA (15
percent), Hyumal Mdtors Sdn Bhd (5.0 percent).

Currently, Inokomis the national manufacturer of Iight commrercial
trucks and vans as well as the contract assenbler of other vehicles at its
200 acre plant in Kulim

The I nokom Atos would be the first MFV to be manufactured at the plant
and is expected to roll out in Decenber this year

Locally, the car will be distributed solely by Hyundai - Berjaya Sdn Bhd
whi ch al so distributes other Hyundai cars in Ml aysia.

Hyumal Mbtor Sdn Bhd, an associ ate conpany of Berjaya Goup, is the
franchi se hol der of Hyundai passenger cars and |ight comercial vehicles in
Mal aysi a.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir attended a private nmeeting with the
representatives of HVC, | nokom and Hyundai - Berj aya.

The statenent said that he also spent a few minutes to i nspect the
features and fittings of the vehicle.

Despite its compact external dinensions, the one-litre engine capacity
| nokom At os, could be converetred to seat five adults confortably and woul d
have a spaci ous and practicl interior to nmake driving a pl easant
experi ence.

This MFV woul d be priced very affordably and coul d al so be used as a
m ni van for conmercial purposes, said | nokom

| nokom woul d be poised to face up to the challenges arising fromthe
creation of the Asean Free Trade Area (Afta) besides enhancing the strength
of the Mal aysian autonotive industry in the production of a quality vehicle
that is priced conpetitively.

Al so present at the cerenpbny was Berjaya G oup chairman and Chi ef
Executive O ficer, Tan Sri Vincent Tan. -- BERNAVA
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