11/ 08/ 2002

USM scientists off to Antarctica

PENANG, Sat. - Four Universiti Sains Ml aysia scientists are off on a
t hree-nonth research-cumstudy trip to Antarctica with a group of
Australian scientists in January.

They will help to explore the possibility of setting up a research base
on the icy continent.

The four-nenber teaml s co-ordinator, Prof Mashhor Mansor, said today
that if viable, the project would be Malaysia's first research station on
t he sout hern continent.

The trip, initially to be centred on ecol ogical survey, follows
suggestions by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s to conduct
nore research and studies on Antarctica.

"We are new in the study of Antarctica and we need the experience of
Australia and New Zeal and to assist us,"” Mashhor said, adding that China
and I ndia were anong the Asian countries which had set up research
stations in Antarctica.

Mashhor, who was speaking at a Press conference at USM during a visit by
Australian and German scientists, said he woul d be acconpani ed by three
other scientists - Associate Prof Dr Zulfigar Yasin, Dr Wan Maznah Wan
Omar and Sazlina Salleh for the trip to Antarcti ca.

The three visiting scientists who attended the Ml aysian | nternational
Sem nar on Antarctica Opportunities in Kuala Lunpur on Tuesday are Dr
Andrew McM nn of the University of Tasmania, Dr Sinon Wight of the
Australian Antarctic Division and Dr I1ng Hans Certer of the Gernman-based
Foundati on for Polar and Marine Research.

The trip, Mashhor said, was a collaborative effort between the Ml aysian
and Australian governnments and "there will be nore visits to the continent
after our initial voyage in January".

The four scientists will be acconpani ed by a 60-nenber group of
researchers and scientists on board the ice-breaker Aurora Australis which
will depart on Jan 3 from Hobart for Mawson station in Antarctica.

McM nn said the trip to Antarctica would benefit the Ml aysi an
scientists as it would allow themto | earn new techni ques in research.

"Everything that they do in Antarctica will be showcased throughout the
world. That will be great as the world will get to see how good the
Mal aysi an scientists are,” said MM nn.
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