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Mahat hi r - Schol ar shi ps
OFFER SCHOLARSHI PS TO FOREI GNERS, MALAYSI AN MANUFACTURERS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
suggest ed that Ml aysi an manufacturers offer schol arships to foreign
students as part of their investnent to sell their products abroad.

The Prime Mnister said that by giving the foreign students
schol arshi ps to enable themto study Ml aysi an technol ogy and nmachi nes, it
woul d hel p sell their products.

"If we were to sell our products, people nmust know our capability and
how our products function

"One way of doing this is of course to bring people here to see and the
best way of seeing is for themto cone and study here...it is an investnent
by giving them schol arships," he told reporters after |aunching Technol ogy
Park Mal aysia's first made-in-Mal aysi a conputer numerical control (CNC
machi ne, the Master CNC 10HVA, here today.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said, the students who study here and know how
to operate the CNC machi ne would be familiar with it and know how t he
machi ne perforns.

"So, when they return and work in their own country, they can reconmend
our machi ne," he said.

The Prime Mnister also cited a mistake commtted by the British when
they charged full fee for Ml aysian students but not the Europeans.

"I say you (the British) are naking a m stake because our (Ml aysi an)
engi neers, trained in England, come back here and (when) you ask themto do
anything, all they can think of are the British consultants, engineering,
machi nes and all that.

"But if they are familiar with Japanese machi nes, then they wll
reconmend t he Japanese machines. So it is a mistake...they (the British)
are saving a few dollars fromthe fees but they are losing themfromtheir
exports,” he said.

Asked on research and devel opment (R&D) activities, nostly being
undertaken by the public sector rather than the private sector, Dr Mahathir
said that the R&D culture had yet to be found in the Ml aysian private
sector.

Al t hough, there was a | ot of research activities being done in the
agricul ture sector such as in rubber and palmoil, the research results
were not used extensively.

R&D activities in manufacturing and hi gh-technol ogy products involved a
| ot of investnent, he said, and they were al so going to conpete agai nst
each other in the business.

"So, it's a dicey thing...that is why they're not going in but then, we
have good results al so. Ml aysians don't seemto want to use the results of
the research, as done by Mardi. So the problemw th us is there's a nental
bl ock," he said.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said that he was glad that the
technol ogy park was functioning and involved in a lot of R&D activities in
many ar eas of engineering, information technol ogy and bi ot echnol ogy.

"We're noving very fast in this era of technology...our shelf-life has
becone shorter and we need to use our capabilities all the time," he said,
adding that it was vital for Malaysians to inprove their capabilities and
know how i f they want to progress.

The Prime Mnister said that everything in this planet could be
i mproved.



He said that research should be conducted to study why teak trees took
such a long time to grow.

"...teak trees can be planted al ong the hi ghways but they do not grow
inuniform W need to know why some trees grow faster, why sonme don't...we
shoul d do sone experinment and maybe, we can stinulate growth of the tree
much faster," he said.

The hardened teak trees, he said, take at |east 90 years to mature.

Dr Mahathir al so suggested that an "aimright urinal” device be created
to give Ml aysi ans better ways of cleaning up thensel ves and ensure
Mal aysi an toil ets were nuch cl eaner.
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