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OCto be revanped to nake it nore effective

M K. Megan
SEPANG Sun. - The Organisation of Islamc Conference will be re-organi sed
to make it nore effective and beneficial for its nenbers.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, returning froma two-day
O C nenbers Foreign Mnisters neeting in Khartoum Sudan said today
several consultants had been appointed to look into the areas which needed
to be re-organised.

"The consultants include the Ml aysi an Adni ni stration Mdernisation and
Managenent Pl anning Unit.

"It will be joined by other bodies fromother countries.”

He said the nenbers acknow edged that O C was a good forumto exchange
i deas "but at times what transpires in the neetings renmains just
di scussions and resol utions."

Syed Hanmi d said new approaches were needed so that it would reflect
menbers' aspirations.

"At the end of the two-day neeting, we cane up with a Khartoum
declaration to outline the kind of activities to be carried out.

"W have to be able to cone up with a nechanismto do things and be seen
to be doing it."

"In fact the need to re-organise O C was suggested at the Speci al
Session of O C on Terrorismneeting in Kuala Lunmpur in April.

"The menbers endorsed the suggestion in Khartoum™

Syed Hami d was speaking at the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport upon
his arrival from Khartoum t oday.

However, he acknow edged that re-organising O C and carrying out
activities was going to be an uphill task.

He said O C nenbers respected Mal aysia as a nodern Islamc country and
as a reference.

"We are honoured to be placed in such a position.™

He said it was al so decided the draft resolution to forma committee at
mnisterial level to discuss terrorismbe adopted.

The resol ution was tabled during the neeting in Kuala Lunpur in April
whi ch was attended by 13 nmenber countri es.

Mal aysia is to be the secretariat for the commttee.

On Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s announcenent on his
resignation he said alnost all the O C nenbers' representatives expressed
shock.

"It was the talk of the conference.

"I had to do a lot of explaining.

"I had to tell themthat Dr Mahathir plans everything carefully.

"I told them he had planned a snmooth transition of power.

"I also had to tell themeven without Dr Mahathir, Ml aysia will play
the sane role in AC

"They viewed Dr Mahathir as an Islam c | eader who voi ced his opinion
wi thout fear or favour.

"They al so know himas a nman who wi |l always came up with new i nnovative
i deas. "

Syed Hamd | ed an 18-nmenber del egation to the O C neeting.

It was thenmed "Solidarity and D al ogue".

The del egation conprised senior officials fromthe Prime Mnister's
Departnent, the International Trade and Industry Mnistry (Mti), Manmpu,
the Federal Territory Islamic Affairs Departnent (Jawi) and Wsnma Putra.



He said they net the president and the vice-president of Sudan and
several other senior Mnisters.
"They want Malaysia's help in various fields. It is a tropical country
like Mal aysia and they are rich in mnerals.”
( END)
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