02 APR 2002
Terrori sm Syed Hami d (Decl arati on)
O C FM LEVEL PANEL ON TERRORI SM TO BE SET UP

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- Organisation of the Islamc
Conference (OC) will set up a commttee at the |l evel of Foreign Mnisters
toinitiate foll ow up nmeasures to handle the terrorismproblem Ml aysian
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He said the conmttee would foster interaction and discuss in detail
such nmeasures as part of the O C effort to handle the issue of terrorism

Syed Hami d said the 11-nenber panel woul d conprise representatives from
three countries fromeach region and i nclude the current Chairman of the
I sl am ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnisters (ICFM.

The conmittee would act in coordination with other multinational
agenci es such as the United Nations and the European Uni on, he told
reporters on the sidelines of the ICFM neeting on terrorism here.

He said the conmttee would be anbng the proposals contained in the
Kual a Lunpur Declaration to be issued at the end of the three-day Speci al
Sessi on of the | CFM endi ng t onorr ow.

Syed Hamid said the commttee would consult with expert groups in
fields where there was a need for consensus or international accord.

He said the KL Declaration would al so have an action plan to resolve
the probl emof terrorism

The pl an, anobng ot her things, would seek international agreenent on
defining terrorismso that it would not be linked to any religion, race or
cul ture.

"At this point, our interpretation of terrorismdoes not cover
opposition to colonial rule or legitinmate i ndependent struggles,” he said.

Syed Hani d said under the action plan, workshops and semi nars woul d be
hel d at international level to correct any wong perception of |Islamand
its imge.

Islam s i mage was adversely affected when it was linked to terrorism
following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United States, said to be
mast erm nded by the Al -Qaeda group | ed by OGsama bin Laden.

Syed Hanmi d said the KL Declaration al so contai ned a soci o-economic plan
to inprove the quality of Iife of the people in Islamc countries.

The plan would identify ways to overcone soci 0-econom ¢ causes that
could lead to terrorismor gain support for it.

He said Mal aysia along with other Islamc nations attendi ng the neeting
here were working on the draft declarati on which would be tabled at the
pl enary sessi on tonorrow.

"We are heading for a consensus on this," he added.

In another interviewlater, after receiving the Deputy Foreign M nister
of Saudi Arabia Dr Ni zar Obeid Madani at the conference venue, Syed Ham d
said finding a definition for terrorismwas a difficult and conpl ex task.

"Even at the United Nations there has not been any agreenent as yet on
this."

"What we will like to work on nowis to get an agreed definition of
terrorismso that it will becone a contributing factor in the final
negotiations for an international convention on conbating terrorism" he
sai d.

He al so said that the O C del egates to the Special Session on Terrorism
here had not come up with a specific definition of terrorism"but would
take into consideration Dr Mahathir's keynote openi ng address yesterday."

"The Prime Mnister's speech needs to be taken in the context that it



sets the tone for the discussions..... which will allow us to | ook at
various issues involved. But it doesn't nmean that all the issues raised by
the nmenbers with regard to the neaning of terrorismcan be resolved at this
three-day conference,” Syed Hami d said.

He al so said that although del egates might not reach a consensus on the
definition of terrorism discussions on it should not stop.

"If the whole world stops talking then we will not be able to resolve
the question of terrorismat all. Terrorismis not new but after Sept 11,
the the world is focused on this incident. So it is good for us to sit down
and di scuss the very divergent views, such as what anobunts to an act of
terror. Wthout discussing it we'll be living in a blind world," he said.

"The fact is that if we can establish dial ogue, hold discussions, give
an opportunity for the OCto express its views, there will be |ess
unbal anced reporting about Islamand | ess profiling about the religion," he
sai d.
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