25 MAR 2002
Syed Hani d- Terrorism
O C S SPECI AL SESSI ON TO PRQJECT | SLAM C STAND ON TERRORI SM

SEPANG, March 25 (Bernama) -- The special session of the Organisation
of Islam c Conference (O C) Foreign Mnisters on Terrorismto be held here
next week ains to project the Islanmc stand on conbating terrorismto the
mai nstream of the world view on the issue.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today | sl amhad been
wrongl y perceived and m sunderstood as a religion that propagates
extrem sm

"There are extrem sts in other religions too. Wiy nust |slambe
stereotyped," he said at a news conference at the KL I nternational Airport
here upon his return from Pol and.

He had acconpani ed Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on a
ni ne-day visit to Russia, Germany and Pol and.

Syed Hami d said the action taken by the vari ous gover nment s agai nst
Musl i ms had nade it necessary for Muslimleaders to relay their views on
the terrorismissue.

As of now, Syed Hanmid said, the Muslins' views had been sidelined and
ot her views were inposed on them

"We had to take corrective neasures and Dr Mahat hir asked t he Foreign
M nistry to hold a neeting of the foreign mnisters of the Organi sation of
I slami c Conference (on the matter)," he said.

Syed Hami d believed that the western countries woul d cl osely nonitor
t he conference proceedi ngs to see the resolutions or the topics to be
di scussed.

He said terrorismcoul d not be tackled with mlitary strategi es al one
but instead there should be a holistic approach whi ch covers the causes of
the incident and religious, cultural, political, econonic and soci al
i ssues.

The neeting was not an ordi nary neeting of the O C but a speci al
sessi on organi sed by Mal aysia with the support of all nmenbers of the OC
he said.

He said all the OC countries would attend the neeting by sending their
foreign mnisters or deputy foreign mnisters.

Onthe prime minister's visit to Russia, Gernmany and Pol and, Syed Ham d
sai d t hat besides trade and i nvestments, what was significant was t he
acceptance of Dr Mahathir as a Musliml| eader who coul d give views fromthe
I sl am c perspective and i nfluence the thinking of theinternational Islamc
comuni ty.

He said Dr Mahathir, in his neetings with the | eaders of the three
countries, explained what an I sl am c country was and di sassoci at ed
extrem sts fromlslam

Describing the prine mnister's visit as a very successful one, Syed
Ham d said it clearly showed the respect other countries had for Ml aysia
and Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

"Al though Mal aysia is a small country, we can play a visible role at
the regi onal and i nternational | evel s and contri bute towards the wel | bei ng,
peace and stability of the international community," he said.
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