03/ 09/ 2002
Dr M Priority for seven projects in Pulau Tioman

Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUWPUR, Mon. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has
directed the relevant authorities to inplenment seven infrastructure
projects in Pulau Tioman i mmedi ately as part of CGovernnent efforts to
develop it as a duty free island.

The main project would be the construction of a conprehensive road
system linking the island s east and west coasts.

Dr Mahathir, who visited the island two weeks ago, had al so directed the
existing jetty be upgraded, the river cleaned up and squatters rel ocated.

A sewerage treatnent plant and incinerator will also be constructed as
tourists are expected to flock to the island, reputed to be one of the 10
nost beautiful islands in the world.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said
today his Mnistry would nonitor closely all devel opnment projects to
ensure the environment was preserved.

The Public Wrks Departnment is currently finalising the details with the
Ti oman Devel opnent Aut hority.

"W will have a say in the devel opnment of the island. Dr Mahathir has
directed that the island cannot be overdevel oped and he wants the
environnent protected,” Kadir told a Press conference today.

Dr Mahathir had directed that the island s devel opnment nust not be
carried out at the expense of the environnent.

Kadir said basic facilities had to be put in place before the nunber of
roons was increased to acconmodate an influx of tourists.

The island was accorded duty free status beginning Sept 1 and is the
third island after Labuan and Langkawi to be receive the status.

It is surrounded by eight islands - Soyak, Rengis, Tunok, Tulai, Chebeh
Labas, Sepoi and Jahat.

Pul au Ti oman received its duty free status after Parlianment had passed
five rel evant Acts nanely the Custons, Service Tax, Sales Tax, Excise and
Duty Free.

Al inported itens except for a fewto be identified by the Fi nance
M nistry would be exenpted fromsales and duty tax while all taxable
services would be tax free

Mal aysi an nade goods woul d be exenpted from excise duty.
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