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Mahat hir-Retire
RESPECT DR M S DECI SI ON TO RETI RE, SAYS H S PQOLI TI CAL SECRETARY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Al Umo | eaders and menbers shoul d
respect Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s deci sion not to contest the next
general election, his political secretary Datuk Johari Baharom sai d t oday.

He said the Prime Mnister had stated several tines that his decision
toretire was final.

At the Kubang Pasu Division conmttee neeting | ast week, Dr Mahathir,
who is the division head, also reiterated his stand, said Johari, who is
t he vi ce-head of the division.

"As such, we should respect Dr Mahathir's decision," he said.

He was commenting on a resolution adopted by the Pasir Mas Umo
Division in Kelantan rejecting Dr Mahathir's plans not to contest the next
polI's and urging himto defend his Kubang Pasu parlianmentary seat.

Johari said apart fromcalls fromw thin the country for Dr Mahathir to
rethink his decision, sone world | eaders had al so contacted the Prine
M ni ster urging himto continue | eading the country.

"But he has already nade up his mind and it is final," he said.

Johari said although Dr Mahathir would not contest the next polls, he
had prom sed to canpai gn for the Bari san Nasional (BN).

At the sane tine, Dr Mahathir is also giving support to his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who has been naned hi s successor.

Johari said Dr Mahathir's support for Abdullah showed his confidence in
Abdul l ah's ability in | eading the country.

Johari said the | eadership styles of Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah mi ght
differ, but they shared a common objective in devel oping the country.

He said it was normal for |leaders to have different |eadership styles,
and this would not affect the country's devel opnment because there was
continuity in the country's policies.

"Al though Tun Razak's style was different from Tunku Abdul Rahman's,
Tun Hussein's style was different fromTun Razak's and Dr Mahathir's style
is different fromTun Hussein's, Umo's and the governnment's policies
continue to be inplenented,"” said Johari, who was previously politica
secretary to Abdul | ah.

He cited as an exanple the New Econom ¢ Policy (NEP), which was
i ntroduced during Tun Razak's tinme and was continued by Tun Hussein and
then Dr Mahathir.

Abdul | ah, who is attending the Apec | eaders' sumit in Los Cabos,

Mexi co, yesterday reiterated his assurance that existing policies will be
mai ntai ned after Dr Mahathir retires in October next year.
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