06 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Wat er
SEPARATI NG WATER FROM OTHER | SSUES CAN SCLVE SOVE PROBLEMS, SAYS DR M

CYBERJAYA, Sept 6 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed sai d t oday separating the water i ssue fromother matters will help
find a solution to some of the outstandi ng problens with Singapore.

"Well tous, it doesn't matter whether to link or not. W can deal
separately if they want, but I think by not Iinking water (w th ot her
out st andi ng i ssues) woul d perhaps enabl e us to sol ve some of our problens
because Si ngapore was not very reasonable in terns of pricing the water,”
he tol d reporters when asked about the deadl ock on the water tal ks with the
i sland republic.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir held a one-to-one neeting with the International
Advi sory Panel (I AP) nenbers and representatives for the Mil ti nedi a Super
Corridor (MSC).

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a and Si ngapore nmight have to go for
arbitration if the water tal ks fail ed.

"Well, worse cone to worse, we may have to go for arbitration, but
Si ngapore nust realise they can't inpose on us like this sinply because the
terms of agreenent says that both sides must agree," he said.

Asked whet her there should be atine frane to sol ve the problem Dr
Mahat hir said: "I think there nust be sone tinme frame but | don't know what
time frame."

He said Mal aysia should in fact revised the water pricing long tinme
ago.

"Actual ly, we shoul d have revised the water price 18 years ago. Now,
(we are) losing noney everyday at such a low price (three sen per 1,000
gal | ons).

"There is nothing that cost three sen in 1957 that can be bought with
three sen in 2002," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Singapore seened to be not accepting the reality.
"Even if they want to use waste water, the cost is very high al nost
seven or eight dollars. If the source is rawwater and after being treated,

the cost is still cheaper," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a woul d be happy if Singapore did not want
Mal aysi an wat er.

"But it is their choice. W will be happy if they don't want the water
because we are | osi ng noney. So, if they feel they can source their water
fromel sewhere, we are quite happy about it," he added.
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