26/ 07/ 2002
PM Revi ew EPF comput er schene

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah; Shahrum Sayut hi

PASI R GUDANG, Thurs. - The Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund schene for conputer
purchases should be reviewed as it had been clearly abused for nonetary
gai ns, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said people had nade noney instead of buying
conput ers as had been envi saged by the Governnent.

"Yes. W have the evidence (on the scans) and we will reviewit. If it
i s possible we want people to buy conputers with their own noney," he said
when asked if the scheme should be reviewed or scrapped due to ranpant
abuse.

Dr Mahathir said the Government was in favour of the people having their
own conputers but preferred themnot to use EPF savings.

"But they appeal to us that they don't have nmoney, and they want us to
allow themto take nmoney from EPF (to buy the conputer).

"We actually don't like people to use their EPF noney because it is for
their retirenent.

"If they spent their noney now, |later on when they retire they don't
have any noney to spend,” he said, adding that he was personally saddened
by the actions of people who "cheated thensel ves".

He said there were people who withdrew RVB, 000 fromtheir EPF savings
under the schene and readily gave conputer dealers up to RV2,000 for the
purchase of fake purchase receipts.

"But, actually they don't buy a conmputer and instead only take RML, 000.
So stupid!™

He told a Press conference after a working visit to the Johor Port here
that the Government was going all out to make Malaysians IT literate and
be able to own conputers.

However, there were those bent on gaining i mediate "nonetary gains".

Dr Mahathir said the people should realise they did not have to spend
huge anmounts to buy a conputer.

"It's not that expensive, only RVbO a nonth. there is no need to use
their EPF noney," he said, referring to conmputers made by DRB-H com priced
at RM2, 000 whi ch coul d be bought by instal nment.

Asked about |and reclamation by the Singapore governnment in the Tebrau
Straits, he said the Government had made its grievances known to the
latter.

He said Mal aysia would continue to nonitor the situation.

"We are not happy because their reclamation is causing the Straits to
narrow. The water is flowing faster and this w |l hanper shipping
activities, particularly those of our naval ships."
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