04/ 11/ 2002
DPM Invitation made in good faith

Ri dzwan Abdul | ah; Saj ahan Waheed; N k I nran Abdul | ah

KLANG Sun. - The open invitation to opposition parties to join the
Bari san Nasi onal was made sincerely and in good faith, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi sai d.

"As the Prime Mnister said, we are not power hungry and that is why we
are willing to share power with other parties,” he said.

Abdul | ah was comenting on the invitation yesterday by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to opposition parties to join BN since it practised an
open policy and was willing to share power.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairnman, said everyone needed to work with the
Governnent to face threats from external enem es.

Abdul | ah was speaki ng after |aunching the Skoda car exhibition by
Mal aysia's main distributor and franchi se hol der AutoPraha Sdn Bhd, a
subsi diary of Pantai Bharu G oup, today.

In Kual a Terengganu, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said
opposition parties that wanted to join the BN should be sincere and accept
its policies wthout inmposing any conditions.

He said it was the principle of BNto invite opposition parties which
were sincere to join the coalition to develop the nation and safeguard it
fromexternal threats.

The opposition parties, he added, should have the spirit of co-operation
if they wished to join the coalition

He said parties which used to be BN s political foes were back in the
coalition as BN practised the spirit of co-operation.

"Pas was once in BN but failed to showits loyalty. So it had to |eave
BN. If Pas had shown co-operation, the party would have remained in BN, "
he said after attending a canpaign on voter registration at Wsma Seri
Amar today.

In Putrajaya, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k said the
opposition parties should accept the invitation if they were really
concer ned about the people and the country's future.

Dr Limsaid it was inportant for the people to be united and face
threats fromoutside such as terrorismand extrene religious activities.

"I hope that opposition parties will accept the invitation and
understand the need for Mal aysians to be united in facing gl oba
chal | enges.

"There are many other things which we can concentrate on such as nati on-
building if there is less politicking in the country."

Dr Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said this after opening the
general neeting of the Gerakan |life nenbers' council.

Echoing simlar views, National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the task of realising Malaysia's
vi sion of becom ng a fully-devel oped nati on woul d be nmade easier if there
was political stability.

"If the Qpposition is sincere in wanting to play a role in the
devel opnent process, it should take the offer seriously,” she said after
opening the Kita-Sama-Kita comunity progranme in Permatang Badak in
Kuant an t oday.

Siti Zaharah, who is Umo supreme council nmenber and MP for Paya Besar
said a united front would al so ensure the nation's continued survival and
i ndependence, besides promising a better future for the people especially
t he younger generation



She said the opposition parties should set aside their differences and
assist in tackling present and future chall enges.

"Way shouldn't we unite, if inthe end it will bring about peace,
stability and progress?”

Siti Zaharah said the Prime Mnister's invitation was a sincere effort
to ensure Mal aysia was resilient enough to face external threats.

"The Qpposition now nust show its sincerity by responding to this
(invitation)."
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